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| Caſtle Dale, Nottingham, : 
HE long-anticipated recovery of 


my valuable parent at length, 
my dear Octavia, permits a renewal of N 
a correſpondence, which nothing but 
the indiſpenſible duties of filial affection 
.VYouh. ©: ons 


* 


2 THE QUAKER. 


ave prompted. me to abjure for | 
a ſpace fo tedious as that which has e- 
lapſed ſince the receipt of thy laſt letter. 


But, though 1 did not „lh x: 
- thought of thee. Duty engaged my 
attentions, yet friendſhip filled my 
heart; and frequently, when every 
voice was huſhed, and the foot of each 
faithful domeſtic glided with fairy ftep 
about the houſe, for fear of diſturbing 
the ſlumbers of their beloved miſtreſs, 
have my thoughts ſtrayed to Matlock ; 
and oft has thy Selina, in imagination, 
held ſweet converſe with Octavia. — 
When the drawn curtains obſcured” the 
glittering. rays of Phœbus, and the fi- 
lence which prevailed throughout the 
family gave to the mid-day hour the 
ſemblance of ab eve, often have . 
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THE QUAKER | 3 
VS 1 
re-traced in idea thoſe charming ram- 
bles which we once participated with 
minds ſerene as the furrounding ſcenes. 
Hours, nay weeks, then ſlid happily 
along, nor did I obſerve the rapid flight 


which I muſt bid adieu to Matlock, to 
Octavia. 


I will acknowledge to thee, my 
friend, that, for the firſt time in my 


belt of mothers; and, on my return to 
her preſence, I doubt not but I exhibit- 
ed a countenance expreſſive of my re- 


gret, however anxious were my endead 
vours to conceal i it. 5 | 


of time, till that period arrived in 


friendſhip's ' pleaſing haunts, and my ; 


5 — . 


life, I then felt a reluctance to obey the 


B * She 


Ma 
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plain it had not eſcaped her notice. 7 


Maynard one afternoon to a particular 
friend, © in ſuffering Selina to be ſo 
« long a reſident in the family of Mr, 
% [utwidge : in permitting her to fol- 


« unhappineſs ; for, had ſhe never ſip- 


. Caſtle Dale would yet have retained 


« ver obſerye her frequent ſighs ſince 


A 1 


She . not to ee my Ai. 
ſatiafaftion ; ; but, by a converſation 1 
happened ſoon after to overhear, it was 


« J have been wrong,” ſaid Mrs 


« low the dictates of her inclination, I 
« Have probably laid the baſis of her 


s pedof the cup of gaiety at Matlock, 


te its former attractions, and her mind 
te its former ſerenity. Didſt thou ne- 


« her return? they fill me with the ut- 


g 
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75 f 2 2 ce moſt Y 
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mot concern, becauſe I ſuſpect that 
1 chey ariſe from diffatisfaction, and a 
W « defire'to participate of ſuch pleaſures 
« as are inconſiſtent with our retired 
« plan, and far more ſo with the reli- 
gion we profeſs.” 


« I have indeed obſerved with pain 
« the alteration thou haſt remarked,” 
replied Mr. Elton, , and am inclined 
« to attribute it to the ſame ſource. 
« Octavia Lutwidge is (I am told) a 
« ſprightly agreeable young woman, 
« whoſe very follies carry with them a 
« peculiar grace.” [There is a com- 
pliment for thee, my friend.] * Such 
© a companion could not fail of being 
« attractive to a diſpoſition like Seli- 
« na's; and, doubtleſs, a compariſon 
* between this og lady-and her for- 
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« mer leſs gay companions is little to 


© the advantage of the latter, for their 
ſociety appears to have fewer fatis- 


ce factions. to her than before this viſit, 


I muſt confeſs I have often wondered 


eat thy ready acquieſcence with Mr. 
© Lutwidge's requeſt, for it is much 


cc 


t cafFer. to inſpire youth with a love of 


cc: pleaſure than to diveſt them of it.“ 


I perfectly agree with thee in that 
« reſpe&,” anſwered my mother; — 


« but there are ſome particular cir- 


% cumſtances in life that leave us not 
% always the power of acting conſiſtent: 
« ly with. our wiſhes. Though of a 
« different perſuaſion, Mr. Lutwidge 
e and Mr. Maynard had been, from 
their youth, uncommonly attached 


« to each K and on religious to- 
9 9 
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«© pies only d did their opinions ever dif- 


tc 


(te 


ce 


fer. An intimacy fo long eſtabliſhed 


could not "well" be broken by their 
marriages; but, as fate happened to 
place them at a diſtance from each 


« Other, an annual viſit and a few 


friendly enquiries were all the inter- 


courſe permitted them till within 
theſe few laſt years, when our old 
friend ſucceeded to a large eſtate at 
Matlock, and, in conſequence of our 
vicinity to each other, the ſtricteſt 


intimacy again ſubſiſted between 


them. Soon after this renewal (or 


« rather increaſe) of friendſhip, I be- 


came a widow; and the perplexed 


intricate maze of affairs in which 1 


found myſelf, from Mr. Maynard's 
never making any willz (ot, at Yeaſt; 


never were we able to find it, i there | 
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r was one,) rendered the affiſtance of 


« this worthy friend very eſſential to my 
« intereſt; and, thus ſituated, was it 
c poſſible 1 ſhould, for a few months, 


_ © refuſe Selina to their wiſhes, when fo 


« ſtrenuouſly preſſed both by Miſs 
« Lutwidge and her parents, eſpecially 
te as the invitation appeared to give her 
© uncommon ſatisfaction? It would 
* have been the firſt indulgence I ever 
te refuſed her, yet one which I muſt ac- 
© knowledge my better reaſon ſtrongly 
<< argued againſt; — for, much as J 
« eſteem this amiable family, our opi- 


e nions, on ſome ſubjects, are very dif- 


c ſonant. I have not the ſlighteſt idea 
<« that they would attempt to bias her 


cc in her religious principles; but there 


ly become irkſome when a 
< love 
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THE QUAKER, 9 
love of gaiety ſteals upon the heart; 
and, though 1 do not think true piety 
conſiſts in a ſtrict adherence to forms 
and ceremonies, yet 1 would never 
wiſh my child to deviate from that 
propriety of appearance,, which; a- 
mong us, is, is theſe diſtant parts of 
the country, particularly obſerved. 
In town little diſtinction is made; 
but, here, our faith would be ſtrong - 
ly ſuſpected, were we to ſtep into 
modern follies. I ſometimes fear the 
gravity I have of late obſerved in 
Selina originates from difſatisfa&ions 
of tl:at nature; for the moſt impar- 


tial muſt acknowledge Miſs Lut- 


widge to be a lovely figure, though 


decorated with what we call unefſen- 
« tial trappings ; and is it not very na- 


tural, in youth, to have a deſire of i- 
B 5 « mitatin g, 


10 
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% mitating, chemſelves, what they 10 


*« mire in others Watson 
b 1 1 


I heard no more; but that was fuffi- 


cient to convince me that my features 


had been too faithful an index of my 
heart, and determined me in future to 
be more a miſer of my ſenſations, what- 
ever pain it coſt me to appear ſerene ; 
for to thee, my dear Octavia, who ma- 


keſt filial obedience one of the firſt du- 


ties of thy religion, I may confeſs, 
without a feaf of being ridiculed, that 
nothing cou'd inflict on me a ſeverer 
pang than the thought of giving pony to 
this ineſtimable parent. 


My endeavours to appear happy in 


ſome degree rendered me ſo; but no- 


tuing is more treacherous than the 
| - - wa 


Notes to inſpire. 
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heart, for it even ſometimes helps to 
deceive its ner. 1 really thought I 


nad begun again to look” upon Caltte 


Dale with my accuſtomed! pleaſure, and ws 
ven began once more to derive ſorne little 
ſatisfaction in the ſociety of my former 

companjons; but the illneſs of my deat” 
mother, by caſting a veil of melanchö- 
ly over every object, threw my ' thoughts 
again into their late channel, and, next. 


e that of her ſpeedy recovery, it be⸗ 
came the firſt wilt of wy heart to toy 


the frequent ſociety of my dear Ot 
via; to participate with her in thock 
joyous, | yet innocent, amufertents 
which enliven all her hours; and 60 
ſhare with her in that general fatisfac-" 


tion which her preſence ſeems every 
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The ſevere may ſtyle it vanity, | 
furely there can be nothing condemna - 
| ble in the wiſh of being beloved ; on 
the contrary, muſt not the deſire of ac- 
NN that diſtinction prompt us to all 4 
chat is amiable? I muſt acknowledge EE 
(as wy worthy parent ſuſpects) I would . 
M imitate what I admire, and, were 
the power of ion permitted 
tal part of Selina Maynard, to breathe 
again in that of Octavia Lutwidge ; for 
| that is lovely, every thing 
that is graceful, appears to me to be 
in that engaging form ; and 
it Creates ſhews. 


e r 2 
- — n 


= be impolitic, 1 grant, but it could not 


a THE. av AK EK. 13 
W woman, flattery can be no part of thy 
3 | profeſſion: In juſtice to myſelf 1 enu- 
merate thy perfections, as the beſt apo- 
logy for the wiſh of imitating them. 


And why was it wrong to truſt me 
with thee ? the influence of example 
ought never to be dreaded but when it 
exhibits the portrait of vice. It might 


be imprudent, fince the only inconve- 


WE nicnce, likely to ariſe from this indul- 
HH gence, was, (what has, in ſact, hap- 


pened,) that I ſhould begin to perceive 
that true piety conſiſts not in ſober 
brown and plaited cambtie: the truth 
of which (by the way) 1 doubt not but. 
my good mother is herſelf convinced of, 
though he moſt ſtrictly adheres to the 
cuſtoms of our faith. 
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q the method, but the heart, and WII 


Tin happy in 
Octavia, New Was bigot enough W | 


% 
0 


believe, that of dreſs and an ar 
tachment to worldly pleaſure diſquali- 
Hed us as candidates for future bliſs; as 


if the moral duties of life could not VE 


- 


& in any garb and any tation; 
for, after all, What is true religion bot 
the continu a] practice of good Works? 


"Why Would we defpife thoſe whoſe 


faith leads them to think Eifferenitly IM 
from "ourſelves ; Yor, ſince every a 


Chriſtian has the fame Point in view, 3 
the path by which they purfue it muſt 
If alt acknow- 
one Deity, it matters not the 
mode of worſhip : God looks not to- 


be very immaterial. 


1 


= - ruf QUAKER, ty 
WE receive the petitiont of every one in 
5 proportlon to the ſincerity with which 
W they are made; not according to the 


| WE external appearamte of the fuppliant; * 


It may be uneffefitial to out Happi-⸗ 
neſs, I will allow, to pay much regard 
to our. exterior, but I carinbt think it 


can be offenſive to heaven; for why 


may not the prayers of a lovely woman, 
modernly adorned, be equally accepta- 
ble as thoſe of a ptimn devotee, whoſe 
greateft ſanctity conſiſts. in her appa- 
rel? May we not pray as fervently in 
lace as cambric, and practiſe every mo- 
ral virtue in the gayeſt dreſs? Moſt 
certainly ; of this my Octavia has fully 
perſuaded me; for who, that has ever 
beheld thy, fine eyes lifted up to hea- 
ven, every feature of thy lovely face 


ilumined 


x6 THz QUAKER, 
| Mumined with devotion, — at other 
times ſeen them beaming with benevo«» Wi 
lence and fymparhiſing pity at a tale of 5 
woe thy ready hand extended itſelf to 

alleviate, — would heſitate to pronounce 
thy heart the abode of every virtue? 
Vet is that heart encircled by the gayeſt 
form, and refuſes not to unbend itſelſ 
by every innocent diverſion of which a 
virtuous mind may venture moderately 
to participate. IT doubt not but I 
ſhould be ſtrongly condemned of vanity 
and irreligion, were any of our friends 
to hear me thus ſtrenuouſly ſupport the 
cauſe of dreſs : not for the world would 
I ſay as much to my mother, or make 
the moſt trifling advances towards an 
alteration in mine, which might give 
her a oo of uneaſineſs; yet a great 


wh © 
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7 0 made. in my appearance, for 1 will 
o- 5 W oneſtly confeſs 1 have not looked with 
of 5 at partiality on the primitive figure of 
& 
de 


er 


una Maynard that 1 had been accuſ- 
e omed to do before her viſit to Mat- 
1 3 ock, ndt can I think 4 compariſon be- 
ſt 1 veen her and a certain amiable friend 
If by bf hers the leaſt to het advantage. — 
ere nous, is there not equal pride in 
Wour peculiarities as thy gaiety d. are we 
WF riot equally afnduous to excel each other 
nn neatneſs and goodneſs of apparel as 
MT thy community in ſplendour? where, 
ten, lies the difference, ſince ſuperiority 
W is the general aim? A very few, in⸗ 
We deed, whoſe minds are wholly immerſed 
in the love of God, diſcover a total in- 
1 7 | difference to all worldly conſiderations g 

but few of ſuch, 1 ſuppoſe, ate to be 
cound in every et; and it is, in my o- 
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chat we were ſent here merely to practiſ 


Joy with gratitude thoſe virtuous ſatis- 


Jn 


—_ 


18 Tax ARA. 
pinion, equally pleaſing to heaven bs F 
they aboutided more; for it Would be 
utterly diſappointing the wiſe intention 
of Providence, were we entirely t6 dif. 
qualify our minds for thoſe enjoyment 


it has beſtowed on ws in this Nite by a 
too anxious antieipation of the future. 
Reafon cannot poſſibly ſuggeſt to 'vs, 


felf-denial:: doubtleſs all that is requi- ii 


factions that are within our reach, nor 
repine at the want of thoſe that are be. 


1 — n e 
40 Is the whole ſeience of e ; 


and t religion alſo, at leaſt 0 ſays my 
W whatever arguments cof- 


tom 


* 


worſhip; its ſincerity can only be 


tom may oppoſe ; and, were not the 
ſatisfactions of a patent dearet than my 
own, that alone ſhould gufde me in my 
path through life. My religion ſhould 


be that of every good Chriſtian, no 


matter of what ſect; the truly yirtuous 
I would efteem and emulate; and the 
hypocrite 1 would openly deſpiſe, 
though veiled under the gatb of piety ; 
for it is not every one who prays that is 


truly pious. - Religion conſiſts not en- 


tirely in formal ceremonies and public 


known by our actions and the good" to 
which it prompts. My "addreſs to 


Providence ſhould ever be in thoſe ele- _ - 


gant words of Pope in W 
Prayers | 
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Let me not caſt away; 
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my alfections, though of a different 
perſuaſion, I ſhould with little heſita- 


: my God, and his country ſhould be 


« my country.“ e But, 1 beſeech thee, 


err not thy ideas outſtep mine; ſych a 
WT thought has not poſitively occurred in 
TE the whole courſe of my letter. Such a 


trial may never be ordained me ; ought 


I think am ſo well acquainted with my 
heart, that it would never permit me to 
eſtabliſh my own happineſs. at the ex- 
pence of a beloved parent's repoſe; yet, 
as it is impoſſible to ſet boundaries to 
thoſe affections which are ſaid to be in- 
voluntary, I might poſſibly find the 


x theory of ſelf-denial leſs arduous than 


the practice. 
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But it is a painful ſubjeCt ; we will 
talk no more, then of what may never 
be; for: though certain that obedience 
would gain the victory over inclination,” MW 


ſuch victories are generally dearly pur - 


chaſed. end 


Though I have ſo many weeks omit« 
ted writing, I doubt not, my friend, 


but the motives of my ſilence will be to 


thee a ſufficient apology, and that thou 
wilt ſpeedily reſtore to me the happineſs 
of · thy correſpondence. My mother 
adds her reſpects, and bids me tell thee 
thy company will be ever welcome at 
N#****** , hut fears that, in a family 
where neither muſic charms, nor the 


ſprightly dance exhilarates, the ſpirits, 


thou wilt ſoon experience laſſitude. 1 
tell 


ell her no; the mind of Octavia Lut- 
" idge is formed to partake of happineſs 
g f whatever ſhape ſhe finds it. Have I 
1 aid too much? come and make the eſ- 
n, W ay: thy preſence would convey much 
1. þ o the heart of thy affeCtionate 
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SELINA, 


FR 
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LETTER I. 


MISS LUTWIDGE. 


10 


SELINA M ATN ARA D, 


| Matlock, 

OUR letter, my ſweet friend, fil- 

led the heart of your Octavia with 

the ſincereſt pleaſure; a pleaſure ſhe 

had long wiſhed for, but, conſcious 

that you were much more worthily em. 

reſtrained her deſires of re- 

veſting, ſuch a ſatisfaction till the 

health of Mrs. Maynard was too firmly 

re-eſtabliſhed to feel any inconvenience 
from a few hours truant to your cloſet. | 


. 


Your 


vu R 1 
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are indeed, my dear Selina, too ſirmilaf 


to my on (and J believe! may, with- : 
out vanity; add,” too juſt) for me to diſ- 


Tae *. 2 * 7 8 - * N a Lo r Wem © % wo £ As , F 22 
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approve them. A good horſe, they : 
. ſay, can never be of a bad colour; and | 
| IJ am ſure a good Chriſtian can never be 7 
= of a wrong perſuaſion. An odd quota- . J 9 
fl. tion the former, you will ſay, on the SG 
i ' preſent ſerious topic, but nevertheleſs | 12 
me | not inapplicable ; ; for my part, 1 won- 
Sa | der that ſenſible people ſhould fo often | 
8 diſpute on religious ſubjects, and that 
. there ſhould be any diſſenſion or diſtinc- 
1 tion between good men: it would be 
FA ſufficient, I think: to patticularize the | 
- bad, ſince ' the lives of the good Me es 2 
5 quite comprehenſive enough to include 


the whole ſyſtem: of religion, which 1 
Fol. ©  - believe 


* 
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| believe conſiſts in little more than to do 
as. we would: be done by but, as this is 
point for the important. diſcuſſion -of 
which I am not perhaps duly. qualified; 
Ĩ will for the preſent; leave it ſor ablet 
0 pens, and employ mine on ſubjects that 

require a ſmaller degree of penetration, 
and conſequently much better adapted 
to my underſtanding, while I * 
with Pope, 


* For modes of faith let Saesh zealots 1 
* He can t be wrong whoſe life 1 is in the rigs, - 


Tou compliment ſo, prettily, my dear, 
that one, muſt be an infidel-not to be- 
lieve you; and, as a proof of my cte - 
dulity, I will take unto myſelf. allithoſs = 
merits on which you ſo laviſhingly-cxp#: 
tiate, 3 that they ex iſt in you 
4: imaginatinhy, 


IE akxks· „ 


;magination,) for I would by no means 
attempt to leſſen them in the eſteem of. 
one whoſe good opinion and friendſhip) ß 
are ſo very eſſential to my happineſs, e- . 
ven though conſcious that they exiſted 

vo where eld. 


But let me intreat you will, in fu- 
W ture, confine all your eulogiums to my 
ſmall ſhare of mental attractions, for, 
in perſonal ones, Selina Maynard far 
excels me; and, ſo far from her natural 
charms being the leaſt diminiſned by the 
ſober garb-ſhe refers to as unbecoming, 
all the male ſex have ever acknowledged 
that a pretty face is never ſo attractive 
as when enſhrined in cambric and all 
the modeſt et · cætera of a quaker's ha- 
bia. 
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I declare I have been frequently mor- 
tified to death (after waſting two full 
hours at my toilet in fruitleſs attempts at 
decoration) to ſee you, without taking 
any pains at all, and devoid of a ſingle 


ornament, look ten times more attrac- 
tive; and to what muſt I impute this 
ſuperiority, but to that very neatneſs 


and ſimplicity you are half inclined to 
deſpiſe? I proteſt I have ſometimes 


been prompted to throw off all my-gaus 
dy trappings, clip off my ſuperabun- 
dant treſſes, and, by popping my head 
into one of your neat round caps, at- 


dempt to rival you in beauty; for it is 
inſufferable that ſo much labour ſhould 


be loſt, and that, after all my trouble, I 
ſhould appear a very Scaramouch when 


ſet in competition with my pretty friend. 


Truſt 
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2 u 
Truſt me, Selina, no perſonal altera- 


tions could, with you, prove an a- 


mendment; a ſmall degree of ſelf-ap- 


probation is the only varniſh your por- 
trait requires, and that only to render it 


more conſequential in your own eyes, 


for in thoſe of other people it cannot 


poſſibly receive any addition. 


1 hope Mrs. Maynard is „ by this 
time, totally diveſted of: all hes fears for 
the inſtability of your diſpoſition, and 
that you have convinced her, by your 
returning cheerfulneſs, that partiality 


my induce us to admire in a friend that 
which prudence forbids us to imitate. 


What is habitual is generally moſt be- 5: 
coming, both in "reſpect: to dreſs and 


conduct; for, by ſtepping out of the 


accuſtomed line, we oftener acquire 
C 3 aukwardneſs 
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aukwartineſs than embelliſhment; 4nd 
I am inclined to think, that neither you 
nor 1 ſhould benefit much, either by an 
exchange of dreſs or perſon, unleſs the 
latter were accompanied by the n 


in our tranſition. 


In a word, to be completely amiable 
you muſt continue to be juſt what you 
are; for what is perfect cannot poſſibly 
be amended ; and, if I may credit your 
eulogiums, I ſhould myſelf as little be- 
nefit by alteration; With the leave of 
fate, we will therefore remain in ſtalu 


quo, till a change can be made with 
more advantage. 


- 


Do you recollect a venerable old 
Grecian whom we accidentally fell into 
company with at Derby races? My 
mw | father | 
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father was fo enraptured with his ſocial 
qualities and hilarity of diſpoſition, that 
an intimacy has commenced in conſe- 


Ws quence of their chance-medley intro- 
duction to each other, and will, accor- 
| | ding to al] appearances, be ſoon _— 
1 ved. into the ſtrongeſt e 

And how do you think they . 
to cement this friendſhip? Why, this 
ſame old gentleman has a nephew, who 
is at preſent on a tour to the continent, 
and who, if the partiality of an uncle 
does not over- rate his merit, is a phœ - 
nix; and, as my father has a phcenix 
alſo, it will not be difficult for you to 
gueſs that an union between theſe two 
rare birds is in embrio; and the good 
gentleman takes every opportunity of 
acting as proxy for his favourite. But, 
CS: Ws 1" 


/ 
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as this is a mere ſpeculative plan, it on- 
ly ſerves to divert me; for, ſhould] 
not find the youth ſuch as the hand of 
fond partiality delineates, I am convins 
ced that mine is too indulgent a parent 
to influence my choice, however advgas 
tageous the alliance might re if the 
 feale of intereſt, 

You would laugh heartily at the 
warmth with which Mr. 5 Shenſtone ex · 
preſſes thoſe ſentiments of my worth he 
is convinced his nephew will feel when 
he has the mori of bring introdu - 
ced to me. Lig 


ty But ae can you poſibty, mij 


60 good ſir, be a judge what. ſtyle: hi 


e beauty and accompliſhments may be 


« moſt MraRtive to the young, gentle» 
cc mans #5: 
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man? 'befides, he may happen to 


have —_— of bis heart provious to 


his return.“ 


— 


e No, no, Charles is too ingenuous 


a lad to have fallen in love without 


acquainting me of the accident. It 


is not any traſh would awaken his ſen- 


ſibility : there mult be beauty ſuffi- 


cient to captivate, expreſſion ſuffi- 
cient to animate the portrait, and e- 
very native and acquired embelliſh- 
ment to rivet the conqueſt; and 
theſe, let me tell you, do not unĩte | 
in every female, though. his good | 


ſtars have fo ordained it that T ſhould 
now ſtumble on ſuch a treaſure.” 


I bowed ; for it would have apprared 
alfectation not to have received ſuch a 


Cs 
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compliment 


hn * 
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compliments it was meant; but at the 
ſametimereplied,it was not impoſſible bu 
his nephew mighy already have met with 
a lady who had realized all his ideas of 
perfeQion ; it was therefore dangeromu 
to liſben to ſuch encomiums as I doubt 
ed not but he merited, left I ſhould en- 
counter a diſappointment by accuſtom- 
ing my imagination to dwell on an ob. 
ject very probably in the poſſeſſion of 
another: * Therefore, for the preſent, 


155 ſir, (continued I,) we will, if you, 
« pleaſe, drop this ideal ſubject, leſt it 
« prove deluſive, and form ſome other 


e wherein the pleaſures of imagina- 
« tion do not conſtitute ſuch a principal 


t ſhare.” 


Thus generally ends the dialogue, 


My parents avga at our little alteręa- 
tions; 


ru QUAKER 2356 
tions; and, to ſave myſelf. from, their. 
raillery, I fly. to my harpfichord or my 
Vork; though, ſeriouſly, this faſcing». 
ting portrait much engroſſes my. 
choughts, or probably intereſts my cu- 

| : rioſity, for 1 it ĩs impoſſible the heart Can 
5 have any ſhare i in my wiſhes to 9 
it with the original. 1011 ti. 36-34 


If I can prevail on my mother to 
ſpare me, I ſhall not be long before 1 
do myſelf the happineſs of telling my 
dear Selina perſonally, at Nottingham, 
what my pen now expreſſes at Matlock, 
that her ſociety is above all things deſi- 

rable to me, and that I propoſe to my= ! 
ſelf equal ſatisfaction, in wandering - 
through thoſe romantic vales of which I 1 

have heard ſuch animated deſcriptions, 

to what I have experienced from any 


C 6 ſpecies 


; 5 ſpecies of rilferient in which $$ no 


36. ru a A* 


yer engaged; for, chough enlivened by 
muſic's thrilling tones, and often tempt- 
ed to join in the oiddy dance, yet is not 
my heart unſoſceprible of nature's: har- 
mony, a ſpecimen of which you. have 
had in our long moon-light rambles 
while at Matlock. We have many nas. 
tural curioſities here ; but, from the 
cye's being accuſtomed to behold them, 
they ceaſe in part to appear ſuch, and to 
travellers only their beauties are diſs 
cernible; fo 1 imagine it is with thoſe» 

o Nottingham, for J have heard it 
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ſpoken of by ſtrangers in the moſt ex- 
travagant terms, while its inhabitants 
are ſcafcely ſenlible chat it poſſeſſes any 
-Partic ular attractions, unleſs the manu! 


factories for which it is famous; a proof 
| that novelty 1 is, with ſome minds; the 


. chief 


THE QUAKER: 3 
chief cmbelliſher of every ſcene ; nor is 
it indeed derogatory from reaſon ang 


pt- good ſenſe to acknowledge it ſuch ; for 
not the luxuriant variety, with which nature 


has every where ſo copiouſly indulged | 
Ws, ſhews it was deſigned a general 
paſſion among nature's children, and, 


EF 13 jon every ſubject but love and friendſhip, 
he W's a foible too inherent to caſt a veil over 
n, | J other virtues. 

o i "als 

. Were nabilie of diſpoſition Head 

(e+ WW micant among us, no arts could flou- 


riſh; it is to the reſtleſs fertile mind 
vo are indebted for every uſeful diſco- 


105 very; without a paſſion for novelty, 
„each would fir down for life contented 


" MF vith his poſſeſſions and acquirements, 
; however inſignificant, nor move a ſtep 
beyond the beaten path of ſcience, But 

ow} ; 4 | the 
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lence; and many I doubt not but there 
are, Who, from habitual laſſitude of 
diſpoſition, will change their fphere of 
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the bufy ſons of variety will explore 
knowledge and amuſement from the 
moſt hidden ſource, draw gold from 
ftones, and aim affiquouſly to embelliſh 
the rougher work of nature. The love 


cuſable when accompanied by indo- 


action a dozen times, merely becauſe ti- 
red of preſent acquiſitions and enjoy- 
ments, nor have a proſpect in the change 
but to rid themſelves of thoſe they 
have. They grow tired of every ſpecies 
of felicity they poſſeſs, without a taſte 
for that variety they appear to explore; 
and are, in fact, vnlulceptible of a 
real ſatisfaction. 


view, has, with me, a particular attrac- 


= 
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Sach inſenfibles, 1 will grant, ean ne- 
ver be ſteady in their attachments, be- 
cauſe attracted by no peculiar merit in 
me different objects of their purſuit 
W but the inſatiable buſy mind, that has 
W both advantage and amuſement in is 


W tion ; and, fo far from being intimida- 
ted by an apparent inſtability of tem- 
per in a lover, (if it appeared to have 
W a defire of information ſor its baſis,) 4 
could think myſelf more happy in the 
choice of ſuck an one than in chat of an 
eaſy contented mortal who had never 
taken the pains to make any -obſerva- 
tions on the ſex, but, from mere indo- 
lence of temper, would offer his hand 
to the firſt woman who happened to 10 
pear agreeable to him, 


Give 
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. Give me the gay agreeavle rover, 
who, who, while he ſcorns to take any 
_ inſidious. advantage of vs, makes our 
ſocie:y his ſtudy and amuſement, and, 


from the weakneſs of the freil part of 
our ſex, learns to reſpect · the virtuous 
and deſerving. Such a conqueſt would 
be far more flattering to my vanity than 
that of an inſenſible who valued' woman 
| only as woman ; for who would nat 
pride themſelves more in a connoifſeur's 
good opinion than in that of a drone 
who had no opinion at all? The very 
difficulty they diſcovered in fixing 
would, with me, enhance the value of 
their affection, as it would be quite 
convincing to me, that their ideas of 
conjugal happineſs were too well ground - ; 
ed to permit them to make a choice 


- 
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from which they did not promiſe tem- 
1 ſelves the higheſt degree of human feli- 
Wc icy, and: had- previouſly: determined, 


20 priety l could alone n it. 
My :deas 7 dis ſubjed: 5 1 ra- 


not ſer them down as altogether irra- 


of our ſex, © That a reformed rake al- 
ways makes the beſt huſband.” 80 
far from it, that I think no character ſo 
deſpiſable ; for thoſe, who have ever 


years in a ſtate of unbridled licentiouſ- 


reer 


min themſelves, to act with that pro- 


ther ſingular; but yet I think you will 
tional, nor infer, from the above decla- 


too general among the unthinking part 


made the ſeduction of innocence their 
purſuit, and have lived for a courſe of 5 


neſs, ſeldom abjure that diſſipated ca- 


1 
} - 


a TB RIA. 


* 


reer till they become dankrupts in con. 
ſtitution and callous to every pure enjoj\ 
ment. A'rake and a rover are, act. 
ding to my ideas, two diſtin& 'charae 
ters. The former morders happineſ 
wherever he happens to find it; the lat. 
ter purſues it with avidity, but, till he 
meets with every eſſential to complete 
the high-wrought portrait in one agrees 
ble object, ſcorns to make a prey of the 
ſex for temporary pleaſure, or give up 
the privilege of choice till he has a cet- 
tain proſpect of realizing his wiſnes. 


Such a man is, in my opinion; hi 
greateſt enlivener of ſociety, for de 


may converſe with him devoid of feat; 
as his honour and good ſenſe are our fus 
reſt ſaſeguards; and, while the formit 
withholds him from meanly attempting 

to 
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o undermine our virtue or our happi- 
5 neſs, (by profeſſions in which his heart 
V uniatereſted,) the latter will preſerve. 
nim from the vanity of attributing all 
our little civilities to a particular predi- 
„ 1<tion for his perſon, which/is the reign- 
ing foible among men of great gallanery 
We and weak intellects. 


I believe it may, in a great meaſure, 


ny of our ſex have to lament their ſvdue- 


on imagination; for there are ſome 
= women ſo vain and ſo weak, chat they 
think every man who notices them is a 


4-t#te converſation with the other ex, 


5 A F A 


of 


5 | be attributed to themſelves, that ſo ma- 


5 | tion, or the infidelity of lovers that 
voere probably only phantoms of their | 


lover; and can never enter into a the. 


but they are prepared for a declatation 


LITE N. 
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of affection, and, by their eulen f 
behaviour, lay a foundation for a free · : 
5 | 's dom they would nevkr have encountered 1 
_ | had not. their conduct ſeemed to have 
demanded i it; or draw upon themſelves 
that contempt a man of ſenſe muſt cer 
tainly entertain for a ſilly woman. 


* 


By this abſurd notion, that every 
man, who ſeems to take a pleaſure in 
converſing with them or in attending 
them, is a lover, they deprive them- 

ſelves of much genuine ſatisfaction; for 
| what can be more agreeable than. the ſo · 
ciety of men of worth, taſte, and genius? 
the converſation of ſuch is both pro- 
ductive of advantage and amuſement, | 
and often furniſhes us with more uſeful 
r ed than we can poſſibly acquire 
in che converſe of each other, as few 
N women 


* 


to which he has intimate acceſs, or ab- 


this weakneſs among us more men owe 
the character of deceivers than any real 
claim to-the appellation from their own 
inconſtancy. It is ſufficient that they 


which there is either a niece! or daugh C 
ters, and that they have behaved with 
their accuſtomed gallantry, for ſome 
one of the fair ones to attribute to her 


6 captivating powers the honour of the 
14 acquaintance; and, ſhould the Phan- | 
5 toms of her 1 imagination fall ſhort of re- 


N from her Strephon 8 having 
125 no 


THE QUAKER) 4 
women are educated on ſo liberal a 
plan. Vet this folly is predominant; 
and a young gentleman is generally ſoon 
conſtrained to declare himſelf in favour 
of ſome one of the females, in a family 


jure the ſociety of them all. It is to 


have been introduced to à family in 
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no thoughts of ſo ſpeedy-arr electioh 


title of inconſtant, and, without the 
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with my own ſex; and find myſelf a 


either ſhew you unuſed to the ſociety of 


nature, I cannot pretend to fag. bub 
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the poor fellow is forced to quit the 
field; and ſeek amuſement in other "cit. 
cles, which at once dubs him with the 


leaſt particle of libertiniſm in his diſpo- 


. ' F * 
86 4 ; I 
- » * 2 1 . 


liarly with an: agreeable ſenſible man a 


devoid' of, thoſe: little flutterings, that 


the ſex, or indicate vain expectations 
chat every moment is big with ſome in- 
tereſting diſcovery, How I might feel) 
had Iany previous motives for anticipa · 
ting any important declaration of that 


; appearances 
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3 elined to betray any ſymptoms * buch 
3 an expectation. N 


to have told my dear Selina, that I pro- 
poſed very ſoon to embrace her at Not- 
tingham, and explore with her all the 


duſtrious hind. 


an invitation from an agreeable neigh- 
bour to walk with her to the Wells. 


eren 


I come; 


appearances muſt have very ſtrongly | in- 
dicated the lover before 1 ſhould be in- i 


But whither am I wandering? I 
have been writing a long diſſertation on . 
an oglio of ſubjects, when I meant only 


; | beauties of the place, from the bound- 
less proſpect on the caſtle's towering 
brow. to the humble cottage of the in- 


I am prevented from ſaying more by 
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THE QUARER. 


LET T E R III. 


V 
CHARLES COSW AY, ESQ 
T 0 


M R. PET WI N. 


. 9 4.7205 Be; 
REPARE, Ned, for a piece of in- 
telligence that will ſurpriſe, though 
not diſpleaſe, you, as I am perſuaded 
vou will not regret an event that is : 
3 likely to re- unite us. This is probably 
W the laſt letter you will receive. from this 
place. I am recalled to England on an 
affair © of the utmoſt conſequence. to 
© my future happineſs ;” (this you will 
perceive is my uncle's mode of ex- 


Vol. I, Wh preſſion;) 
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preſſion;) and, if I loſe the opportuni- 
ty which now preſents itſelf, fate may 
never again- preſent me with ſuch another 
W of e 


4 


It will require no extent of agi 
to diſcover that marriage is the mighty 
buſineſs ; but, whether the bait will be 
ſufficiently alluring, we muſt judge 
hereafter. The lady in queſtion (if! 
may truſt to the good old gentleman' 
elaborate deſcription) is little leſs thay 
angelic. Read the incloſed, and tell 
me if there is any withſtanding the por- 


| trait, luxuriant as it is drawn, | 
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Dear Chales, + 


CHANCE ab your 9 genius 
d me the other day to Derby races, where 


ſtumbled on a pearl of ineſtimable va- 


e,; and, as my own brilliant days are 
£ dver, and my heart is greatly attached 
© your intereſt, 1 wiſhed to purchaſe it 
or you; but nothing can be done in this 
WH uſineſs unleſs you were preſent. In a 
3 word, it is a lady; and one who, if I 
5 ave any judgement in the ſex, (and I 
Vas once allowed to be a connoiſſeur,) 
| poſſeſſes all the charms that conſtitute 
perfection. Miſs Lutwidge fo unites, in 
one, the gay, the lovely, the amiable, 
and ſedate, that, whatever character 
beſt ſuits your humour, you may be 
ſure to find in her; for ſhe has the happy | 
D 2 t 
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artof gg hers to every diſpoſitio 
She can weep with the, unfortunat 
laugh with the cheerful, and ſoothe 1 4 
moſt pettiſh and moroſe into comphz I 1 
cency and content. Had ſuch a treu 
ſure fallen within my obſervation ſone . 6 
twenty years ſooner, you would hate N 
had leſs trouble in cultivating thoſe di- 
ty acres that are now likely to becom 3 
very ſoon part of your care; for | : 
ſhould have thought it a. work of good- 0 
neſs to have attempted the propagatioi 
of ſuch an exotic. But thoſe days, ate £ 
paſt ; and, as I think her deſerving of 
ſomething better than a nominal hu 
band only, I have done all 1 can to per- 
ſuade her, that there is a young man at 
Line, whom, when ſeen, ſhe may ven- 
ture to love without wronging her 


judgement. I haye courted, prüfte, 
| was 


THE QUAKER. —_ 
7as going to add flattered ; but flattery 
vould be an inſult to her underſtanding, 
or, were it not, is it poſſible to flatter 
bat is ſo entirely perfect. In ſhort, I 
Wh vc done every thing for you but mar- 
ried her; and that I would willingly 
have done, had marriages by proxy 
been the faſhion. Haſte, then, and 

j confirm all that I have ſaid of you. — 
Should ſhe happen not to, prove ſo at- 
tractive as I have deſcribed, (for I am 
W convinced there is nothing ſo uncon» 
W troulable as the heart,) you have only 
to decamp before hers has had time to 
diſcover your worth, and, by a haſty 
retreat, ſave her the pain of hopeleſs 
love; for I have ſo much eſteem for 
her, that, though I have done all-in my 
Power to plead your merit, I would un- 
„ ſay 


On 
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| fay it all ſooner than her peace of min 
10 ſhould be the ſactifice. e 
0 ws 
1 I ſhall expect a line or two, by th 
- next packer, to acquaint me whethe 


your heart is in a ſtate to comply with 

the fanguine wiſhes I have formed. Bu 
you have, I hope, had too many proof, 

of my indulgence to think, that, even 
partial as I am to the merit of this x 
miable woman, I would attempt to in- 
fluence you on the ſubject, unleſs your 
inclinations perfectly accede to the 
choice I have made for you. 


I am, dear Charles, 
Vour affectionate uncle, 


c. SHENSTONE. 


There 
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of ming 5 RN „n raoamtnem 
"HF There is ſo much zeal, and affection, 
W in the old gentleman's letter, that it is 
a i quite impoſſible not to accept his invi- 
5 tation, though the ſacrifice of the heart 


43 


at all reconcile myſelf to this preme- 


have no notion of running headlong in- 


ſhould, in my opinion, be always the 
effect of chance; beſides, it gives ſuch 
an aukwardneſs to the behaviour of the 


appear to any advantage to each other. 
The firſt ſcene of this beaten path to 


mould be the conſequence; yet cannot 
(ditated method of falling in love; 1 
co a pit ready opened to receive me, 
| and a certainty of finding hymen at the 
bottom. There is ſomething ſo metho- 


dical in the plan, that it deprives court- 
ſhip of all its ſpirit; theſe matters 


parties, that it is impoſſible they mould | 


D 4 matrimony. 


* 


56 . THE QUAKER. 
matrimony, now ſtrikes forcibly on my 
imagination... da nfo reges i: 

A carriage ſtops at the gate ; the old 
people, in tranſports at the ſound of 
the chariot-wheels, fly out unanimouſly 


to meet me; the young ones, impa- 
tient to ſee the redoubtable hero who is 
expected to "deſcend from it, croud in- 
ſtantly to the window; my ſpouſe elect 
ſimpers and bluſhes, yet hardly dares 

venture to ſteal a peep, while her com- 

panions compliment her on the attrace 
tions of her intended conqueſt. 


(s WW. 5 5 LAOS LA" : RF 
1 . Ez PR 
1 

9 


At length the parlour door diſtends; | 

in ſtalks (inſtead of walks) your humble 
ſervant, (for grace or manners muſt be 
out of the queſtion, the aukwardneſs 

| of the circumſtances deſtroys all idea of 


either;) 
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cher;) the females riſe to welcome 
Wc; miſs, bluſhing the deepeſt red, 
ore baſbful than the reſt, liſps her 
eicome laſt, and ſtands confeſſed my 


Waſhions, the degeneracy of the age, 
nnd every ſubje& on which the elo- 


ty to diſplay itſelf; good Shenſtone, all 
WY attention, like Cox's birds, firs gaping 
4 for the pearls that are to iſſue from her 
lips; but ſhe: (as it is with children, 


Rroying baſhfulneſs. 


WW ncle's choſen ſhe, without the form of 
Wntrodution. This ceremony over, 
oon we fit; talk of the weather, the 


QUENCE of my fair- one has an opportuni- | 


8 | who are always moſt fretful when 
meir nurſes wiſh them good) lets not 
fall a word to feed his ſanguine expecta - | 
tions, and is diſtinguiſhed: only from tjge 
reſt by her ' ſtupid: ſilence and eaſe · de- 
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require, unleſs it ſprang ſpontaneous 
from the heart, which is ſeidom the 


muſt take off all the ſatisfaction. For 


ſion. And here all deſcription muſt 


ready written, and carry it in one's 
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The company in time diſperſe ; uf 
doating parents, anxious to promote 
the cauſe on which they have built thei 
hopes, by ſome well-meant fineſſe 
contrive to leave the young couple toge- 
ther, that they may declare their pal- 


end, for it is a ſcene to which I-have 
neither inclination nor abilities to a0. 
company them, though intended to be 
the prineipal party. Abilities it mul 


cafe in a ready-made union; for the ve- 
ry ſuppoſed eaſineſs of the conqueſt 


my part, I think, on thoſe occaſions, it 
would not be amiſs to have one's ſpeech 


hand 
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end as a ſchool-boy does his theme; 
WM 
WF nough to furniſh that flow of animated 


preludio to wedlock. 


+ 


for imagination can never be fertile e- 


expreſſion which is expected in ſuch a 


Well, I muſt make the eſſay; but | 
ſtill T have determined it ſhall nor be in 


E the ſtiff formal way above-mentioned. 


ner; for I have no ambition to appear 


aukward in the eyes of any one, even 
though I have no intereſt in wiſhing to 


appear agreeable - to. them. But you 


vourite, it ſhall be after my own man- 


If the old gentleman is bent on expo» * 
| ſing my heart to the charms of his fa- 


muſt aſſiſt me in this ſcheme; when 1 


arrive in England, and have conſulted 


the old gentleman on the ſubject, if it 


D 6 N meets 


104 
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5 ideas; E for I have no notion of making a 


them callous to the moſt refined of all 


meets his concurrence; I will - acquaint 
m with my ous 


vive ah 8 ſoengs 1 to be che 
general view; every one falls in love, 
and as eaſily falls out again, merely 
pour paſſer le tems. I am ſingular, in my 


jeſt of my affections, or of rendering 


paſſions, by mortgaging them piece- 
meal; and I am equally averſe from 
the folly of reducing my fortune to ſup», 
port theſe frequent 4garemens- de cur. 
Whenever I marry, my heart and eſtate. 
ſhall be alike unincumbered both en- 
tire, I ſhould think ſcarcely an offering 
good enough for an amiable woman, 
whoſe happineſs was intereſted in pro- 
moting mine, devoid of every other 
conſideration; | 
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<a 


conſideration ; and ſuch a woman. * 
hope will fall to my lot whenever I 
marry, or ſeverely will be felt the diſap · 
pointment; beſides, there is ſomething 
ſo derogatory: to honour: and humanity 
3 (may I think to happineſs ?) in promiſ- 
FT cuous intercourſe with the ſex, that L 
WF almoſt wonder we have ſuch. _ ex- 
amples of it. FR 


What ſatisfaction can there be in the 
mercenary endearments of thoſe-females: 
3 who have only an eye to your fortune, 
3 and, after helping you to diſſipate it, 
; by every incitement to indulge them-in 
Y luxuriant ſplendour, deſert you without, 
a pang, and attach themſelves as warms: 
ly to the next who has the ſame claim to- 
their affections? At the idea of ſuch 
connections the ſoul of a reaſonable man 

; muſt 
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muſt ſhudder, and that of an honeſt one 
muſt be equally. averſe from engaging in 
a temporary n where, from a 
well-affumed tenderneſs, he might ſe- 
duce an agreeable woman” tu. diſpenſe 
with the ſanction of the church, and, 
after prevailing on her to be wholly his, 
without any conſiderations to her intereſt. 
or her fame, cruelly leave her to repent 


her too eaſy credulity, and transfer his 
heart to the next who was weak enough 
to be conquered ee his illuſive plan 
ments. | 

Neither of theſe two modern purſuits 
of happineſs can produce that ſatisfac- 
tion, on reflection, that is neceſſary to 
eſtabliſh a good opinion of ourſelyes. 
The one reflects too much on our un- 
e and the other on our hu- 

"Wis manity. 
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manity. In the former caſe, we pay 


dear for the ſhadow only of felicity ; in 


the latter, we return cruelty for tender- 


neſs, and, if poſſeſſed of any ſenſibi- 


lity, muſt ever recollect, with pain, 


that we have, by our own infidelity, 


condemned a woman, who might per- 
haps have been virtuous and happy but 


from our ſeduCtions, to perpetual grief 


of heart, or perpetual infamy, from 
having given her the firſt A of 
guilt. en e ee 


% FT 
1 - 


Theſe are conſiderations ſufficient” to 


deter any thinking mind from a life of 
libertiniſm ; at leaſt (am not afraid to 
own to you, whoſe ſentiments on moſt 


ſubjects accord with my own) they are 
ſufficient to deter me from ever purcha- 
ſing temporal ſatisfaction at the dear 

1 9 price 
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price of perpetual ſelf-reproach. I os 
the profligate part of the ſex, and eſteem 
the reſpectable; but, as to love, it has 
hitherto formed neither a part of my. 
buſineſs nor amuſement. My heart (if 
there 1s not too much femality in the 


expreſſion) is yet in its maiden ſtate; 
yet not in a ſtate of apathy neither, for 


it as warmly ſubſcribes to merit and 


beauty as that of the moſt profeſſed ad- 


mirer of the lovely ſex, but, probably 
from poſſeſſing a ſuperabundant ſhare 
of perception, has not yet been able to 
realize its ideas of perfection; which 
ſcrupulous penetration has hitherto ren- 
dered it invincible to the ſhafts of 
love. | | 


If ever I am attacked with a ſerious 
paſſion, I agree with you that it will be 
| an 
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n ardent and inſurmountable one, for 
cem t is not my forte to do things by halves; 
has N 5 o, if I ſhould take it in my head to fall 


my | Wa love, it muſt certainly be vehement- 
t (if „and nothing leſs than a return equal- 
the vehement (though under the gui- 
ite; Mance of diſcretion) will at all content 
for ; Wine. I ſhould have no proſpect of ex- 
and 4 periencing that kind of felicity I antici- 
ag. pate, whenever I marry, were I to enter 


into the bonds of hymen with a com- 
; pliant fair one, who, from mere paſſive 
f obedience, acquieſced with the com- 
mands of her parents, without once 
a king her heart if any affection was ne- 
ceſſary to its happineſs. Such an union 
would have no charms for one who has 
ever looked on the hymeneal ſtate a8 


one of the higheſt ſcenes of human 
bliſs, or the moſt abje& one of human 
miſeries. 


ous 
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miſeries. Not to be unhappy is inſuff. 
cient in an union for life; it is neceſſi 
ry that both parties ſhould have that de. 

gree of attachment that ſerves to rende : 
5 every thing which relates to each other i 
intereſting ; their very thoughts ſhould | 
be in uniſon before expreſſed ; their : 


pleaſures and ſatisfactions depend ſol 
6n each other ; and every friend, who 
is deemed worthy the eſteem of one, 
ſhould have as tender a claim on the 
friendſhip of the other. I look upon 
love (when excited by an amiable ob- 
je) as the firſt-purifier of the heart; it 
Clears it of all vulgar prejudices, drains 
it of every narrow ſelfiſh thought, and 
ſpreads over the mind a general benef- 
cence. | 


"A, 
„ 
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w——_—— A||-powerful love, 
Thy heavenly warmth inſpires 
Whate'er is noble, gen'rous, or humane, 


Or elegant ; whate'er adorns the mind 
Graces and ſweetens life. 


What cannot the perſuaſions and ex- 
ample of a woman we love effect? 
Ought we not, then, to be cautious of a 
too haſty deciſion, till their worth is 
well approved; that alone ſhould fix 
our hearts ; for, though it is poſſible to 
be much infatuated with a pretty face or 
graceful form, the attachment can ne- 
ver ripen into love, unleſs we find it 
accompanied by a mind as perfect. I 
have no pity for thoſe idiots, who, ena- 
moured of a beautiful exterior, ruſſi 
madly on to ruin, and, when they find 
their error by their unhappineſs, bid 


you 
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you look on the face of the fair infernal, 


as an apology. It is not love that renders 


people blind,letthe fooliſh argue how they : 
will; moſt ſtrangely do they miſname I 


the paſſion, for genuine love can only 
be the reſult of eſtabliſhed good opi- 
nion; it ſteals not on the eyes, but on 
the mind; and, though its firſt impreſ- 
ſions may be received through the for- 
mer channel, it only animates to a de- 
fire of informing ourſelves if our ad- 
miration has been excited by a worthy 


object. Dol not argue feelingly on the 


ſubject? After all, if I ſhould fall 


moſt fooliſhly in love, and Monſieur 
Cupid ſhould envelope my eyes in his 


| ſilken veil, I ſhall expect no quarter 


from your raillery, unleſs you are candid 
enough to acknowledge that the diſap- 
E pointment 


* 
4 
* 
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pointment itſelf is a ſufficient puniſh- 
ment, 


But, as I ought not to attribute the 
merit of all theſe bright 1deas, on the 
matrimonial ſubject, to my- own ſagaci- 
ty, I will tell you whence I drew my 
picture of connubial happineſs. Or- 
lando Forteſcue, whom you knew when 
at college, is ſettled at Liſle, and af- 
fords a living inſtance of the felicity 
that accompanies an union of two wor- 
thy hearts. His Eliza was ſent over to 
England for her education, and placed 
under the care of his aunt in Oxford- 
ſhire, where (as ſhe increaſed: in wo- 
manhood) he had, during the vaca- 
tions, frequent opportunities of ſeeing 8 
and converſing with her. 


Her 
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Her perſon is, without any regular 
traits of beauty, uncommonly enga- 
ging, and her mind is an aſſemblage of 
every virtue. He was of a gay diſſipa- 
ted turn, though at heart a worthy fel- 


low; and courted amuſement in whate- 


ver ſhape it preſented itſelf ; but yet, 
wherever he paſſed his hours, none lid 
ſo ſmoothly on as thoſe in which Eliza 
was of the party. His heart could not 
help warmly ſubſcribing to her merit; 
but, as matrimony was a ſubject on 
which he had never meditated, he had 


no thoughts of turning the ſiſterly af- 


fection ſhe ſhewed him to his own ad- 
vantage; he only found himſelf moſt at 


_ eaſe when with her, and determined 


not to urge his deſtiny too ſoon, as his 
acquaintance with the ſex had not then 


been 


re 


WW 
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been extenſive enough to form a proper 
eſtimate of their different worth. 


When he left the univerſity, his for- 
tune being affluent, he launched into 


company. The ladies ſet their caps 


both at his perſon and his eſtate, for 


both entitled him to their attention. 
The forward manners of ſome, the 
aukward affection of prudery i in others, 
inſpired him with contempt. Beauty 
and merit he never found in uniſon; 
and, where the latter happened to exiſt, 
public parties afforded little opportunity 
of diſcovering it. 
Reſolved to make a cloſer ſearch for 
merit wherever he obſerved a lovely ex- 
terior, he formed a more intimate ac- 


quaintance with the family, conſcious 
that 
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that worth never better diſcovers itſelf 


than in domeſtic conduct; but he 
found, to his ſurpriſe, that the modern 


| beauties of the age had not a ſingle 


domeſtic virtue about them : their em- 
ployment at home was wholly compri- 
ſed in preparing for public appearance, 
and their greateſt care was to find ridi- 
culous amuſements pour tuer le tems. 


The portrait he ſought for was no where 
exhibited but in his own boſom. The 
idea of the gentle unaſſuming Eliza, 


who ſought no admiration, but deſer- 
ved an univerſal one, preſented itſelf, in 
its moſt glowing tints, to his active i- 
magination; it was her he had in vain 
ſought for in every circle, for the laſt- 
ing impreſſion, her worth had unknow- 


1ngly made upon his heart, left no admit- 


tance for the image of another. He 


perceived 
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perceived he had long loved her, ſince 
none appeared to him a thouſandth part 


ſo attractive; and the confirmation, 
that his paſſion was not merely chimeri- 
cal, determined his future conduct. 


He left his gay companions, and re- 


turned again to Oxfordſhire ; but, when 
he arrived, he found that his Eliza had 
been recalled by her parents, and, ſome 
weeks before, had obeyed the injunc- 


tion, 


As nothing is arduous with a lover, 
he immediately followed her ; and her 
apparent pleaſurable ſenſations, on his 
appearance at her father's, convinced 
him that their former friendſhip, while 
at his aunt's, had made the moſt favour- 
able impreſſion on her heart. 


Vol. I. E Honourable 
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Honourable intentions need little ex- 
planation, as our conduct is the beſt 
proof of our ſincerity. Eliza with ſatis- 
faction diſcovered her power; and 
when, by a ſhort reſidence at Liſle, 
Orlando was confirmed that their paſ- 
ſion was reciprocal, he requeſted the 
ſanction of her parents to their union 
and, that he might not, on one hand, 
diſturb her happineſs, while he meant to 
complete it on the other, he generouſly 
propoſed to ſettle abroad, that, by a 
continuance near thoſe friends moſt va- 
luable to her, ſhe might have no ſubject 
of regret or diſſatisfaction. 

A love ſo properly founded could not 
be inauſpicious. Their affection to 
each other is the ſtrongeſt ſecurity for 


the 
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the virtue of each; and the general ama- 
bility and good humour it diffuſes over 
their conduct render them both valuable 
and agreeable to all who have the hap- 
pineſs of their acquaintance 2 it acts as 
a ſhield to blunt the edge of care. If 
the miſconduct of a domeſtic, or diſap- 
pointment in any out-door department, 
tends to ruffle his temper, the thought 
that he ſhall communicate that diſſatis- 
faction to his Eliza, by not ſtifling his 
feelings, at odce ſoothes him to compo- 
ſure; in reflecting on her gentleneſs, 
his paſſion dies, and all vindictive ire 
vaniſhes in air. Thus every one about 
them benefits from their mutual com- 
placency to each other. 


What a long narrative, you will ſay, 
to prove that Forteſcue and his wife are 


2 a happy 
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a happy pair, when three lines would 
have quite as well expreſſed it! But, 
as there are ſo many degrees of happi- 
. neſs, (at leaſt, what people ſtyle ſo,) J 
could not impreſs you with the portrait 
of the happineſs moſt adapted to my 
taſte without giving it to you at full 
length. 


I have written an enormous letter, as 
the women ſay ; and ſhall therefore haſ- 
ten to ſubſcribe myſelf yours, by all the 
ties of friendſhip, 


CHARLES COSWAY, 


* LErrkR 


THE QUAKER. - 77 


LETTEM IS 
M i Ur 
TO 


MRS LUTWIDGE. 


- Caftle Dale, 
Dear and honoured madam, 


ONSCIOUS that it will give you 


the higheſt ſatisfation to hear 
from me, I devote the firſt half-hour 1 


can ſteal from.our agreeable friends to 


acquaint you, that I am well, that I am 


happy, and very grateful for this indul- 


gence; but which I ſhould have thought 
a ſtill greater one, had it been accom- 
93 panied 
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panied with the ſociety of my, dear 
mamma. 


Nottingham is a charming ſpot, and 
its environs, as we have often heard 
them deſcribed, beautifully romantic. 
The town is large and populous, and 
appears to be the ſeat of induſtry, for 
the buz of labour on every ſide ſalutes 
- the ear. Here every one ſeems to eat 
the bread: they earn; for even children, 
table-high, are made uſeful to their pa- 
rents; and, while they are out of miſ- 
_ chief's teach by their employment in the 
manufactories, are enabled to contri- 
bute their mite to the general ſupport, 
I cannot help thinking thoſe people, in 
the lower claſs of life, who happen to 


to be born in great cities or towns where 
the arts flouriſh, peculiarly diſtinguiſhed 
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by heaven; for, next to being bleſſed 
with independence, nothing ſurely can 
be more ſatisfactory than to be able, 
by their honeſt labour, to acquire the 
reward of induſtry, and be the inhabi- 
tants of a ſpot in which ingenuity meets 
a due encouragement. The ſtings of 
penury muſt be doubled when the ac- 
tive mind can find no ſource on which to 
improve its talents; and doubtleſs there 
are many parts of the world, in which 
there are numerous unfortunate fami- 
lies, who owe their miſery to want. of 
employment more than natural indo« 
lence of diſpoſition. 

Were I a monarch, or even a ſubject 
of extenſive property, I would encou- 
rage labour of every ſpecies. A fource 
of induſtry ſhould be open to every one 

E 4 whoſe 
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whoſe diſpoſition prompted them to 
embrace the benefit; and thoſe, who 
did not, ſhould be totally excluded from 
the favour of the benevolent; for to 
employ is, I am of opinion, of far more 
utility than to relieve. 


| Sooner than any one within my ob- 
ſervation ſhould be inactive for want of 
employment, I would follow the exam- 
ple of an odd character (though, I 
think, a good man) we read of in 
Mount Henneth : I would pay them for 
removing bricks from one part of my 
eſtate to the other, and then pay them 
for carrying them back again; for I am 
perſuaded of what you have, my dear 
| madam, ſo often told me, that nothing 


is a greater fore- runner of vice than idle- 


neſs, Here there can be no juſt excuſe 
3 | for 
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for it; for every one, who has either Pl 
capacity or wiſh to be employed, may, 
in ſome degree, be rendered uſeful ; 
and indeed there are very few, either 
young or old, who are not ſo. 


Here is a diverſity of walks, all ein- 
belliſhed with a pictureſque view of the 
town, which from every ſide appears to 
be built on an eminence ; yet, before 1 
arrived, I did not, at a diſtance, per- 
ceive any proſpect of it except the caſ- 


tle, till, on a ſudden, on attaining the 


ſummit of a little hill, it burſt all ac 
once upon the eye; which, till better 
acquainted with its ſituation, poſſeſſed 


me with the idea that it was founded in 
a valley. 
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We have been to ſee the caſtle and 


the infirmary, both of which are built on 


a ſtupendous rock, from whoſe awful 

brow one beholds ſuch an immenſity of 

proſpect as ſcarcely the eye can bound. | 

On one ſide, floping down a beautiful 

declivity, diverſified with gardens, cot- 

tages, and variegated by a number of | 


pleaſing objects, appears a large part of j 
the town ; on the other, a fertile lawn, 
(or rather park,) covered with lowing ] 
herds, from whoſe fruitful ſides the buſy : 
milk-maid has juſt filled her foaming | 
pails, which, white as the pure liquid a 
they contain, ſhe bears blithely. on her K 
head, and, ſinging as ſne walks, ſnews [ 


induſtry no toil. 


—_—_— 


| Both 
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Both buildings are noble; but the 
caſtle, from being uninhabited, and in 
ſome parts mouldering into duſt, in- 
ſpires the mind with that kind of awful 
gloom one naturally feels at the proſpect 
of declining grandeur; and the reflec- 
tion, that its exalted owner is at this 
time unable to ſupport his original 
ſplendour, and probably labouring un- 
der the ſevereſt pangs of grief from the 
prodigality of his unthinking offspring, 
as it ſnews no ſtate exempt from care, 
muſt greatly affect each feeling mind, 
and confirms what I have often heard re- 
marked, that the owners of ſuch ſuperb, 
ſtructures are frequently far leſs envia- 
ble than the beholders. | 


E 6 The 


T4 
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The infirmary, 2 benevolent and uſe- 
ful inſtitution, is but juſt riſing into 
fame, bur feems to be the pride of the 
inhabitants, by the zeal with which they 
recommend it to rhe notice of ſtran- 
gers, and juſtly ſo, if pride on any ſub- 
jet is laudable ; for what can more en- 
title human nature to praiſe than an 
attempt to alleviate the miſery of one's 
fellow-cre atures 2 


The healthy fpot they have choſen 
for the work of charitv, no doubt, in a 
great meaſure contributes to render it 
_ efficacious z for, while the languid pa- 
tient receives the united aid of medicine 


and ſalubrious air, pure from its native 
| ſkies,' untainted with the blending 
ſmoke of towns, their recovery muſt be 

7 | 
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far leſs doubtful; and, for their better 
preſervation from all contagious diſor- 
ders, their bedſteads are made of iron, 
and every other precaution that can be 
ſuggeſted is made uſe of to render their 


ſituation comfortable and ſalutary. 


Lady M***** and the Honourable 
Mrs, D“ are patroneſſes to this lauda- 
ble inſtitution, and, on the anniverſary 
meeting, (which happened to be the 
day after I arrived,) ſtood, elegantly 
arrayed, like the pictures of Merey and 
Benevolence, at the portal of the 
church, each holding a filver diſh, to 
receive the annual benefactions. 


At night there was a concert and ball, 
at which I ſhould have had no objeftion 
to have aſſiſted, had it been conſiſtent 
* : with 
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with the ſtrict notions of Mrs. Maynard 

to have permitted my dear Selina to 
have accompanied me; but, as that 
was a wiſh I could with no degree of 
propriety reſpire aloud, I forbore to 
give it any indulgence ; and, while the 
muſic's joy-inſpiring ſound gave mo- 
tion to each foot, we whirled away our 
wiſhes in a charming ramble through 
the meads, and, the evening proving 
very warm, I believe, upon the whole, 
we were more eligibly diſpoſed of than 
in a crouded room, 


The place abounds with infinite va- - 
riety. A large part of the town is en- 
tirely formed in the rock; and, with a 
very little expence, affords at once a 


ſimple, yet comfortable and ſecure, re- 
treat for its induſtrious humble inhabi- 
tants, 


/ 
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tants. There is ſomething ſtill more 
curious in the fertile gardens which ſur- 
round theſe little dwellings ; I was de- 


lighted to obſerve, on a ſoil which, from 


its ſolidity, one ſhould ſuſpect to be al- 
molt barren, ' a variety of fruits and 
flowers; the latter glowing with the 
brighteſt hues, and the former ripe and 
luxuriant, in flower, as from the fineſt 
hot-houſe; ſheltered by theſe ſtupen- 
dous heights, I imagine they are great- 
ly defended from the northern blaſts, 
and the warmth: of the genial ſun, re- 
flected from the rock, has all the good 
effect of glaſs. Here are apricots and 
other wall- fruit in abundance; but I 


did not obſerve any vines, which J ra- 


ther wonder at, as they might certainly 


cultivate them with equal ſucceſs, per- 


haps becauſe grapes are my favourite 
F | | fr uit 3 
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fruit; for it is natural to miſs that to 
which we are moſt partial, 


Yeſterday afternoon we drank tea at 
a pleaſant building, about a mile out of 
town, that is fituated at the extremity 
of a long row of theſe curious little cot- 
tages, many of which are entirely hewn 
out of the maſly rock, without any-ad- 
ditional materials to complete the fa- 
bric; and the reſt have only a ſlight 
front of brick; for nature, aſſiſted by 
the hand of labour, is here the only ar- 
chitect. 


The chimneys are, to me, more ſur- 


0¹ 
priſing than any part of theſe ſimple w 
ſtructures, for they are carried up di 
through the ſolid maſs of ſtone to an a- Ja 


mazing height; and the top of the di 
| | rock, 
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rock, which ſeems almoſt blended with 
the clouds, is bounded by fertile corn- 
fields. In ſhort, nature, when ſhe 
formed this delightful ſpot, ſeems to 
have been in one of her moſt playful 
humours; for the eye is never tired 
with wandering over the abundant 


beauties of the variegated ſcene, 


0 4 
— 


We took our tea in a neat little ar- 
bour, encompaſſed with flowery ſhrubs, 
upon the ſummit of the rock, to which 
we were led by various flights of ſteps, 


and thence we enjoyed the moſt plea- 
ſing proſpe& that can be conceived : 
on one hand, the heavy barge, laden 


with coals, gliding ſmoothly along the 
diſtant ſtream; on the other, teams, 
laden with yellow corn, moving, pon- 
derous, towards the ample barn. In 

EQ. {ome 


$0 THE QUAKER, 


ſome parts of the meadows, we beheld 
the lowing herds yielding plenteouſly 
their ſalubrious ſtore; in others, the 


induſtrious inhabitants of the diſtant 


hamlets bearing, in copious baſkets, 
ſilk and cotton ready prepared for the 
different looms. In ſhort, wherever I 
turned my eyes, plenty and induſtry 
ſeemed on every ſide exhibited. What 
union more delightful ! What proſpect 
productive of more ſatisfactory ſenſa- 
tions to a reflecting mind! Every one 
here ſpeaks in terms of gratitude of the 
uncommon fruitfulneſs of the preſent 
ſeaſon; and indeed it muſt have been 


the general ſubject, in all parts of our 


kingdom, to every grateful heart ; for, 
if we may build on common report, the 


cornucopia has, in every county, yield- 
ed forth its moſt abundant bleſſings. 
1 Ought 


1 
Lay. 
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Ought not a ſeaſon fo rich with hea- 
ven's indulgence to impreſs the gene- 


rous mind with ſome conſideration for 
the humbler claſs of mortals, who have 


no land to cultivate, and to whoſe ho- 


neſt labour they are, in a great degree, 


indebted for their plenteous crops? 1 
think, at ſuch a time, to pay is not e- 
nough : I could W with Thom- 
ſon, 


. Be not too narrow, huſbandmen, but fling, 

«« From the full ſheaf, with charitable ſtealth, 

6 The lib'ral handful, Think, oh! nl. 
« think, 

«© How good the God of harveſt is to you, 

© Who pours abundance o' er your flowing fields! 

« While theſe unhappy partners of your kind 

% Wide hover round you, like the fowls of heav'n, 

% And aſk their humble dole. The various 
„% turns +6 "A 
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"00 fortune ponder ; that your ſons may want 
„What now, with hard reluQance, faint ye 
60 give.“ 


But lie ſtill, my pen. Shall I, who 
have gathered all my ideas of equity, 
generoſity, benevolence, and every 
correſpondent virtue, from the beſt of 
mothers, (and am yet a novice in the 
practice of them myſelf,) preſume to 


lay down a plan for the conduct of 


mankind? For the preſent, it is ſuffi- 
cient, that from ſuch an inimitable pat- 
tern I attempt to regulate my own ; 
and leave the province of advice for 

minds more matured by wildom, more 
ripe in virtue. 


I have, as yet, - aid but little of our 
worthy friends. To know people's 


true 
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true characters, I have heard it obſer- 
ved that it is neceſſary to become in- 
mates of their family, and from the 
conduct of thoſe about them form our 
judgement of their merit. If that is a 
rule on which we may depend, nothing 
can more clearly ſtamp the worth of | 
Mrs. Maynard than the behaviour of 
her domeſtics; her whole houſehold 
appears but as a well-tuned inſtrument, 
every ſtring of which unites to form a 
general harmony. Authority and ten- 
derneſs are ſo ſweetly blended in her 
deportment, even to the moſt menial of - 
her ſervants; that obedience muſt neceſ- 
ſarily become a pleaſure; and, exclu- 
ſive of one exception, (which my own 
feelings prompt me to make,) never 
did nature produce a more indulgent 
parent, where indulgence does not 
ceaſe 


= 


* | 
94 THE QUAKER, 
ceaſe to be a virtue ; but, if a fault is 
to be reproved, the gentleneſs, with 
which ſhe forces conviction on the er- 
ring mind, is ſufficient to inſpire a pang 


of ſelf-reproach ever to have offended 


her. 


She often laments that her ill health 
has prevented her from cultivating your 
acquaintance ; but, though you have 


little knowledge of this amiable wo- 


man, you are, my dear mamma, per- 


fectly acquainted with her lovely daugh- 


ter; and, excluſive of the ſuperior 
ſprightlineſs of youth to age, they ap- 
pear to me to be an exact counterpart 
of each other. 9 


Mrs. Maynard, I find, was not of 
the ſame perſuaſion in her younger days, 
| but 


— 


—— —— ———— —— ũ 
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but became a proſelyte to her parents o- 
pinions, in conſequence of her affection 
for her departed huſband, ſome years 
after their marriage; but ſhe pays as 
ſtrict an obſervance to the forms of her | 

religion as if ſhe had from her earlieſt | 
years been accuſtomed to the habit. | 
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This part of her life ſhe mentions as 
ſeldom as poſſible before Selina, who, I 
am inclined to think, is at heart but half 
a quaker; and, even amiable as I am 
perſuaded 1s her diſpoſition, were an a- 

_ greeable object to preſent himſelf, ſhe 
would, I dare ſay, have few ſcruples to 
follow the footſteps of her mother, and 


return her religious principles into their 
original channel, if her tender regard 
to the happineſs -of her parent did not 
co-operate to combat her inclinations. 


But, 
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But, as ſuch an event would, I am 


ſure, be productive of much uneaſineſs 
to Mrs, Maynard, I ever endeavour to 
ſtrengthen her attachment to the perſua- 
fion in which ſhe has been educated ; 
and profeſs my admiration of every pret- 
ty friend we meet, to convince her there 
is nothing more attractive than the neat 
habiliments they modeſtly aſſume. 


But our men,” ſhe cries, (after 


her lively manner,) ce canſt thou ſe- 


« riouſly affirm, that their undreſſed 
« Jocks, and broad-brimmed hat pul- 
« Jed over a face as gloomy as the ſober 
« brown they wear, are half ſo faſcina- 
« ting as the powdered head and cha- 
« peau ſmartly cocked ? Fall deſpe- 
« rately in love with one of thoſe ſo- 
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lemn pictures I have endeavoured to 
exhibit,- and then, Octavia, I will 
endeavour to believe that thou art ſin- 
cere in thy profeſſions ; but, as yet, 
I have not heard thee even break out 
into a rapturous encomium on any 
one who has viſited us ſince thy arri- 
val.“ 


« Is it, then, abſolutely neceſſary to 
fall in love to ſhew our approbation ? 
Excuſe me, my dear, but at preſent 
I ſhould much rather retain my liber- 
ty; though, were I inclined to part 
with it, I cannot believe that even a 
broad-brimmed hat and unpowdered 
locks would act as veils to obſcure 
the charms of an object naturally at- 
tractive without the aid of decora- 
tion,” 


Vor, I. 9 Thus 
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Thus we trifle. Excuſe me, my 
dear mamma, for troubling you with 
our chit-chat ; bur I know it is a plea- 
fure to you to know both the ſubjects 
and amuſements that fill the hours of 
your Octavia, and ſhe is ſanguine e- 
nough to flatter herſelf they will never 
be ſuch as ſhall cauſe any painful reflec- 
tion to that maternal heart which has ſo 
aſſiduouſſy endeavoured to implant in 
her's a continual ſource of rational and 
innocent enjoyments. 


With moſt affectionate regard to your- 

| ſelf and my dear father, and a multiplicity 
of reſpect and good wiſhes to our worthy 
Shenſtone, (who, I ſuppoſe, ſtill conti- 
5 | nues 
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nues to viſit as uſual at the hall,) I am, 
my dear madam, 


Your happy 


OCTAVIA, 
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LETTENT . 


| 
n | | [ 
MRS LUTWID GR { 
: T 0 ' 
r 
u 133 | LUTWID GCE 

Fern-Hall, Matlock. t 
OUR letter, my deareſt girl, gave a 
infinite pleaſure both to your fa- K 
tber and your equally- partial mother. t 

We were charmed with your animated 

_ deſcriptions of Nottingham, and more 
ſo with the rational reflections that ac- i 
companied them. Go on, my dear f 
child, in the laudable plan of making V 
your obſervations conducive to the fe 


eftabliſhment of thoſe beneficent vir- re 
| tues 
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tues which moſt contribute to humanize 
and dignify the heart; and I will ven- 
ture to pronounce, that you will one day 
become as great an ornament of your 
ſex, and as great a credit to your pa- 


rents, as the accompliſhment of their 
moſt ſanguine wiſhes could render you. 


* We greatly miſs your ſociety; but 
the reflection, that you are agreeably 
and innocently amuſed, helps alſo to a- 
muſe us, and deprives your abſence of 
half its pains. 


The good Shenſtone, as you ſuppoſe, 
is daily with us, but avers that the hall. | 
is ſtrangely gloomy ſince its chief enli- 
vener has taken flight, He is in great 
fear that your heart will have found a 
repoſitory before the merit of his ex- 

F 3 pected 
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pected nephew can diſplay itſelf ſuffi- 


ciently to lay claim to the tribute of 


your affections; but J tell him, that, if 
deſerving the high opinion he is pleaſed 
to entertain of you, it muſt be great 
worth that can attract them; and, as 
that is not the growth of every foil, ſuch 


a misfortune as he dreads is not very 
likely to ariſe, 


- 


I muſt own, from his deſcription, 1 
am rather anxious to ſee the young man. 
If it anſwer, and a mutual attachment 


| ſhould enſue, I ſhould think our excur- 


ſion to Derby a moſt fortunate one; for 
the greateſt joy a parent can poſſibly ex- 
perience is that of ſeeing a beloved 
child happily eſtabliſhed. 


But 
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But think not, my dear Octavia, that 
our expectations on the ſubject are too 
firmly grounded to bear a diſappoint- 
ment. On the contrary, neither your 
father nor myſelf would wiſh, in the 
lighteſt degree, to influence your incli- 
nations, conſcious that on love alone 
depends the happineſs. of the connubial 
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ſtate, We only wiſh you happy, and 
from that wiſh ariſes our impatience to 
| behold an object who has been ſpoken of 
as the poſſeſſor of thoſe perſections that. 
may probably contribute to render you 


FL 
— 


A fortnight longer I give you to your 
Selina, but at the end of that period we 

| ſhall eagerly anticipate your return. 
Mr. Coſway is about that time expect- 

F 4 | N ed ; 
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ed; but, as L know it will hurt your 
delicacy to be introduced to him, after 
ſo flattering a portrait's having been 
drawn of you by the partial Shenſtone, | 
I have a little innocent deception in em- 
brio that will ſave the confuſion atten- 
dant oa ſuch an interview, and alſo give 
you an opportunity of diſcovering his 
diſpoſition as a third perſon, which will 
Le the beſt touchſtone of his inclina- 
tions; for, though prepared to think ſa- 
vourably of Octavia Lutwidge, his 

heart will not be able to reſiſt the in- 
| fluence of her couſin Eliza, if the merit 
of the former is really ſuch as is capa» 
ble of exciting his affections, 


By this hint, 1 doubt not, my love, 
but you are aware of my plan, Tell me 
if it meet your approbation, and what 

| day 
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day we ſhall ſend the carriage to fetch 
you. Our beſt reſpects to your worthy 
friends; and, to yourſelf, the tendereſt 
eſteem of your father, united with that 


of 


Your affectionate mother, 


E. LUTWID GE. 


Wo LETTER 
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LESTEAS Mc. 


MISS LUuTW1DGE 
1 0 


MRS LI V TW ID GE. 


Caſtle-Dale. 


RECEIVED (with ſatisfaction inex- 
preflible) my dear mamma's affec- 
tionate letter, and am prepared to com- 
ply with the mandate 1t contains with 
that cheerfulneſs with which I have e- 
ver been wont to obey her moſt trifling 
commands; but I muſt acknowledge 
that I could have wiſhed it had been on 
a leſs intereſting occaſion I had been re- 
called; for I will not ſcruple to own, 
> 
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that I feel myſelf ſo greatly prejudiced 
in favour of this ſo-much-talked-of Cof- 
way, from deſcription, that I doubt the 


loſs of liberty will accompany the firſt 


glance of his all-conqffering eyes; and 


then, my dear mamma, what will be- 


come of your poor love-ſick girl, ſhould 


the flame not happen to be reciprocal ? 


Better not expoſe- me to the danger; 
for, at all events, you muſt be a loſer 
by the experiment, ſhould the wiſhes of 
the good old Shenſtone be accompliſh- 
ed, and a mutual attachment be the 
conſequence of our introduction to each 
other : away whirls your Octavia to 


the gay metropolis; ard, by fulfilling 
the will of the ſcriptures, leaves you to 


lament the loſs of her lively converſe. 
Take the ſtill more gloomy fide of the 
proſpect: ſhould I happen to monopo- 
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lize all the tender paſſion to myſelf, and. 


the youth beholds me with indifference, 
what then enſues, but loſs of ſpirits and 


il penſeroſo to the end of the chapter; 


my only amuſement will then be to pick 
ſtones, with poor Ophelia, and ſing, 


« With a garland of ſtraw I'll crown my head.“ 


Sol think, upon the whole, I had bet- 
ter ſtay where I am till the faſcinating 
mortal (for ſuch he really is, if I may 


truſt to the judgement of an old lady 
here, who knew him before he went a- 


broad) has been introduced, made his 
conge, and again departed, as it may 
perhaps be ſafer to hear him talked of 
than to ſee him. But, on ſecond 


thoughts, (and ſecond thoughts are ge- 
Fe nerally 


al 
Ce 


THE QUAKER. 23 109 
nerally allowed to be the beſt * I will 


even 
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«« Braveal) dangers, — ſcorn all fears ;”? 


* 


for, as obedience, and a cheerful com- 

pliance with the every wiſh of my belo- 

ved parents, have hitherto. been my rule 
of conduct, no bugbear of a man ſhall, 
frighten me out of the path of duty. 

At all events, then, I come, though 

Cupid with the dart ſtood ready at the 


door. 


Pardon your ſaucy girl, my dear 
mamma, for jeſting on a ſubject the 
moſt' important and moſt ſerious of liſe; 
and, though I trifle, believe that I am 
convinced my happineſs is your ulti- 
mate wiſh, and therefore cannot have 

one 
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one myſelf which is detrimental.to any 
plan your tenderneſs is prompted to a- 
dopt for me. | 


We paſs our time here very happily, 
but I often catch my amiable little 
friend breathing out an in voluntary ſigh, 
Why ſhe ſighs, unleſs from a habitude 
of doing fo during the illneſs of her mo- 
ther, I cannot poſſibly imagine ; every 
thing, apparently, conſpires to make 
her happy; an indulgent parent, an 
ample fortune, and the general eſteem 
of her acquaintance, muſt afford a large 
ſource of fatisfactions. She cannot, 
ſurely, have any hidden cauſe for this 
frequent depreſſion of ſpirits; for, un- 
leſs when we were indulged with her 
- company at Matlock, I believe ſhe has 
never been a fingle week from under the 


wing 
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wing of Mis. Maynard. What inci- 
dent, then, can have ariſen to damp her 
uſual flow of fprightlineſa ? My ſocie- 
ty, ſo deſirable to her, ſhe now enjoys; 
but yet ſomething, methinks, ſeems 
wanting to complete her happineſs: I 
wiſh to difcover what; not from mo- 
tives of curioſity, but the ſincereſt 
friendſhip and the hope of being able to 
diſpel the gloom ; but the peculiar re- 
ſerve ſhe aſſumes, and her bluſhes when 
I remark her ſighs, ſhew that her fecret 
(if any ſhe has) is of a nature not to be 

intruſted to a friend; perhaps it is one 
| ſhe wiſhes not to know herſelf ; my en- 
quiries might therefore —_ tend to in- 
creaſe her pain. 


One of our walks always tends to in- 
creaſe her gloom : if we paſs one parti- 
cular 
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cular part of the town, ſhe ſeems rivet- 
ed to the ſpot, and, though no objects 
are near us, appears to be gazing on va- 
cant ſpace, till ſhe abſolutely forgets 
what path ſhe intended to purſue. . I 
rally her on her abſence of mind ; ſhe 
only bluſhes, and makes ſome pretty 


excuſe; and then, recovering herſelf. 


from the ſtupor, endeavours to aſſume 
her wonted ſpirits, 


We yeſterday met with a little ad- 


venture that has all the appearance of 


romance, but is likely to produce a very. 
agreeable intercourſe, and one that, 
flatter myſelf, will, when I have left Se- 


lina, help to diſſipate that depreſſion ſhe 


avers will take ſtronger poſſeſſion of her 


when deprived of my ſociety. 
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. 4 


We had often obſerved, at a diſtance, 
in à garden of one of thoſe little habita- 
tions formed by nature's hand among the 
rocks, a genteel-looking girl at work 


upon a bench; but, from the caſtle- 
wall's ſtupendous height, we could not 
dilcern in what ſhe employed herſelf, or 
whether her features were of that plea- 
ſing ſymmetry the diſtant view appeared 
to ſhew them. Her apparent ſuperiori- 


ty to moſt of the inhabitants of thoſe 


humble dwellings excited our curioſity 
to learn who ſhe was; and the ſweet 


ſounds, that frequently iſſued from her 
harmonious voice, more ſtrengthened 


the defire of information, 


But how to gain it was the point; for 
the garden was one of thoſe, among a 


| number 


* 
* 
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number of little ones, that are ſo far 
detached from the houſes, that we could 
not tell to which of them it belonged ; 
however, we determined to watch her 
retreat; for, as the days begin now to 
decline apace, we thought ſhe could 


not ſit there long, and, on the approach 


of evening, had the ſatisfaction to ſee 
her carefully conſign her work into a 
baſket, and trip towards a houſe, on 


the declivity of the rock, which ſhe 


entered, and ſhut the door after her, 


with all the freedom of an inhabitant. 


We remarked the ſituation of the cot- 
tege, and, deſcending from the hill, 


immediately bent our courſe towards 


the ſpot; but, the outward appearance 
of the place almoſt perſuading us we 
had been in a miſtake, as thinking that 
one ſo elegant 1 in exterior could never 

5 | inhabit 
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inhabit ſo rude a dwelling, we were about 
to return, when a plain-teoking woman, 
apparently the wife of fome of the 
loweſt claſs of manufacturers, aſked us 
what we pleaſed to want, or if ve had 
loſt our way? a natural interrogation 
from the inquiſitive look we exhibited, 
We replied, that we had indeed ſtrayed 
out of our intended path, but imagined 
it could make no material difference, as 
the object of our purſuit was to ſee the 
nature e the "OP 


« You have feveral here, I think,” 
continued I; and the good woman, 
eager te gratity Gur curiöftty, told us, 
her huſband was then at work, and, if 
we pleafed to follow her, we or 
look at him. 


While 
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While ſeemingly attentive to what. 
was then no novelty to either of us, Se- 
lina aſked if they had any women's 


ſtockings by them, as we wiſhed to pure. 
chaſe a pair, 


44 Yes, fome very good ones, was 
the reply; and, running into the ad- 
joining room to get ſome, we heard a 
female. voice, (which we judged to be 
that of the young perſon who had exci- 
ted our curioſity,) recommending a 
pair ſne had juſt finiſned. 

They were brought us; and, the 
beauty of- the clocks particularly at- 
tracting our admiration, we both ex- 
preſſed our wonder at their great inge- 
nuity in weaving them ſo curiouſly. 


The 
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The good ſoul, willing to ſet us 


right, ſaid, © Oh! no, ladies, they 


ce are not woven with the ſtockings, but 


0 worked in them afterwards : it is the 
ws; employment of half the yy wo- 
'« men in the town,” Nl! 


5 1 © ag . * 
enn 0 . & K F 


« IT ſhould like much to ſee the man- 
f cc ner, , 


' replied I: © could you o- 
« blige us with a ſight of your young 
« people at work on them.“ 
| Ni 9031-195) . rn belion I 


« Lack-a-daiſey! 1 am ufd Len- 


not, indeed, ladies; for we employ 


Gs only one or two, and they live at a 
* diſtance; but J have a lady lodges 


de with me who ſometimes does them 


* 


« for her amuſement e ſhe will 


have no objection to your ſeeing her 


« work; 


* ' 
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« work; I will ſtep into the next room, 
= and aſk * if * 
. welcome,” 00 


Wi'e heard her, in a gentle voice, ex- 

claim, Dear Mary l why did you ſo? 
« your indiſcretion will ſurely one day 
te diſcover me.” However, the door 
was immediately opened, and, without 
any ceremony, we appeared before 
her. „ | 


I would attempt to deſcribe the moſt 
. agretable ſet of features my eyes ever 
bekeld, but all deſcription. muſt fall far 
ſhort of the original. She was ſeated 
-by à little table, but aroſe on Gur en- 
watice, and addreſſed us with that ele- 
ance” (though accompanied by much 


us : 
* 
| 


| THE QUAKER. 1179 
us in what we had before ſoggeſted, 
that ſhe was of an order far ſuperior to 
that of the family with whom the reſi- 
ded, 


When we had feated ourſelves, the 


reſumed her work, and with much 
complacency anſwered our various little 
interrogatories relating to her employ, 
at which ffre declared the was herſelf al- 
moſt a novice, as ſhe had beer but a 
very little time acquainted with the na- 
ture of it; but, as it helped to wear a- 
way the gloomy hours, and was in ſome 


trifling degree beneficial to her induf- 


trious friends, Me made it her prinei paul 
amuſement. 


Yow would! have ſited, my dear 
mamma, at my ernbarraſſinent t know 
by 
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hy what epither to addreſs her; thoſe of 
miſs or madam did not appear at all 1 in- 
applicable to her appearance, for ſhe 
was dreſſed in a fine muſlin levite, and e- 


very other part of her apparel was per- 


fectly correſpondent but the circum- 
ſtance of her being in ſuch a place, and 
calling ſuch humble people friends, 
would have given me a mean opinion of 
her birth, and one ſtill meaner of her 
underſtanding, from attempting an ap- 
pearance ſo unbecoming her ſtation, 
had not her whole deportment indicated 
a genteel deſcent ; I therefore ventured 
to addrefs her by the former, and afked 
if ſhe did not ſometimes take her work 
into a garden behind the houſes, for I 
thought I had obſerved a young lady 
there who bore much reſemblance to 


. and 1 often expreſſed my aſto- 
niſhment 


cc 


cc 
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niſhment at ſeeing a perſon of ſuch gen- 


teel appearance in a place inhabited on- 


ly by the n. ſort of manufactu- 
rers. 


— 


hat I make no doubt of it, madam,” 
ſaid ſhe, endeavouring to ſtifle a ſigh; 
ce my appearance is indeed ill- adapted 


te to my preſent ſituation ; but, as 1 


ce never go out, unleſs into the little 


e garden you ſpeak of, I did not ima- 


cc gine it would have attracted obſerya- 


*. 


5 tion.“ 


— 


« Is it poſſible,” _ exclaimed, Selina 
with her uſual hvelineſs, “ that thou 


c ſhouldſt be ſo devoid of vanity as to 


te think ſuch a ſweet face could remain 
ce long unnoticed, even among theſe 
© romantic rocks? thou haſt not been 
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40 long at Nottingham, I am ſure, or 
ce we ſhould have heard the whole place 
© reſound with thy encomiums.“ 


5 A ſweet bluſh tinged her cheek ; 
and, with a tear ſtarting in her eye, ſhe 


ſaid ſhe had little claim to ſuch a com- 


pliment; but, had ſhe more, to avoid 
obſervation, rather than attract it, was 
at that time her peculiar ſtudy. 


« So it appears,” ſaid I, “ by the 
te ſpot you have choſen for your retreat, 
ce But you appear unhappy, miſs; I 
te fear we have given you pain.” 


« You have indeed, ladies, but not 
e from any thing you have ſaid; I have 
« only a fear that it will be productive 
« of future uneaſineſs, unleſs I am ſo 


« happy 
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ce 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 


cc 
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ec happy as to be able to prevail on you 
« not to mention having noticed ſuch 
© an ill-fated being as myſelf to any of 
your acquaintance. My motives, for 
* making this requeſt, are ſuch as, when 
ce you have learned them, I am ſure 
« you will not condemn. If a leiſure 
« half-hour ſhould occur in the courſe 
ce of a day or two, and you will do me 
ee the honour of again viſiting this 
* humble roof, I will with pleaſure 
« communicate the reaſons of my ſe- 
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I flatter myſelf, when known, entitle 
« me to your pity. I would not, for 
the world, be ſuſpected of being a 
« guilty creature, (which probably my 
ce dreſs has given room for you to ſug- 
G 2 « geſt 3 


« cluding myſelf in this extraordinary i 
hr i : tn 

© manner; for I am convinced it muſt | 41 
5 1 

ce have a ſtrange appearance; but will, 8 
ec | # 


A 
. — 2 
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« oeſt;) but indeed I am an unfortu- 
« nate one.“ Here a flood of tears 
prevented her from faying more. 


We aſſured her of our ſilence, if ſuch 


reſerve was moſt conducive to her hap- 


pineſs; and begged her to believe, that 
we had received no unfavourable im- 
preſſions from her appearance; on the 
contrary, it had inſpired us with an idea 
of her being far ſuperior to the inhabi- 
tants of the ſpot in which we had diſco- 
vered her to reſide, and confeſſed inge- 
nuouſly that curioſity alone had drawn 


us thither: „ But it is now,” conti- 


nued I, * blended with a more gene- 
«© rous ſentiment ; we ſhall (for I am 


« ſure I can anſwer for this young lady 


« as myſelf) be happy to render you a- 
de oy ſervice in our power, and, if no 
| | « particular 


1 8 Ow — 


ce particular engagement intervenes, 
ce will to-morrow do ourſelves the plea- 
ce ſure of calling upon you again; for, 
ce as it now grows late, we muſt return 


or 


A 


immediately, or our abſence will oc- | 
ce caſion uneaſineſs at home.” 


We then took our leave, and amuſed 
ourſelves all the way back in forming 
conjectures on the motives of her re- 
tirement ; but I muſt acknowledge my 
ſenſations were of a moſt unpleaſing 
kind, from being conſtrained to con- 
ceal this little adventure from Mrs. 
Maynard, I have been ſo accuſtomed 
to communicate to you my thoughts - 
and wiſhes, and to receive your appro- 
bation to every action of my life, that 
indeed, my dear mamma, I did not feel 
half happy, from the conſciouſneſs that 

G 3 | there 
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there was ſomething clandeſtine in the 
appointment we had made; yet, as cu- 
rioſity had urged us on, and we had gi- 
ven our word to mention the fair ſtran- 
ger to no one, there was no alternative 
but ſilence till we had been admitted 
more fully to her confidence, and then 
we determined to requeſt her permiſſion 
to make Mrs. Maynard a partici pater of 
her ſecret, or we ſhould not cultivate 
her friendſhip with any degree of propri- 
ety or pleaſure, When acquainted with 
the particulars of her ſtory, you ſhall | 
hear from me again; till when, I am, 
as ever, 


Dear madam, 
Your affectionate 


OCTAVIA, 


LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 


1 H 1 SAME 
1 0 
T H RB SAM R. 


j 


N hopes of affording ſome little a- 
=» muſement to my dear mamma, I ſit 
down to tranſcribe (or rather to repeat, 
for it was verbally related) the hiſtory. 
of the young lady mentioned in my laſt. 
To-day, as ſoon as we had.dined, we 
again bent our courſe towards the cot- 
tage, and were introduced by the good 
woman of the houſe, without any cere- 
mony, to her little parlour. Miſs 
Moſtyn (for that is the name of our fair 

64 ad venturer) 


128 THE QUAKER, 
adventurer) welcomed us with much 
ſweetneſs and good- breeding, and, that 
we might be quite free from interrup- 
tion, propoſed our retiring to the arbour 
in which ſhe had firſt attracted our at- 
tention. 


This propoſal was perfectly agreea- 
ble ; and we aſcended, behind the houſe, 
to a neat little garden cultivated with 
vegetables and flowering ſhrubs; the 
latter ſerved to defend her favourite ſeat 
from the ſcorching rays of Phoebus; 

and, a recent ſhower having animated 
the face of nature, the plants ſhone 
forth in their moſt lively green, and the 
woodbines ſhed their choiceſt odours, 


We ſeated ourſelves in the arbour ; 


and, -after ſome little converſation on. 
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the ſurrounding proſpects and other e- 
qually- indifferent ſubjects, ſhe prepared 
to ſatisfy our curioſity by a recital of the 
moſt particular occurrences of her life, 
which ſhe blended with ſuch ſenſible 
reflections and rational obſervations on 
ſome of the moſt intereſting incidents, 
that I have tranſcribed it for your peru- 
fal; conſcious that, though you might 
condemn the curioſity which firſt intro- 
duced us to the knowledge of Harriet 
Moſtyn, you will not, my dear madam, 
arraign us of imprudence in the wiſh of 


cultivating her acquaintance, - 


% My father, ladies,” ſaid ſhe, with 
a candour in her manner that prepared 
us to believe every thing ſne had to re- 
late, is a merchant of large property 
* in London. At five years of age 1 
0 G 5 _ ht. 
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cc 


cc 


cc 
c« 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


loſt a mother, whom all the family 
appeared moſt ſincerely to regret, 


while I was too young to be ſuſcepti- 


ble of grief, and (ſo powerful is vani- | 
ty over the moſt . youthful mind) 


found my attentions leſs engaged in 
reflecting on my irremediable lofs 


than in rejoicing over my new black 
ſaſh, with the other ſolemn appenda- 
ges of mourning. 


« My father, for ſome months, gave 
himſelf -up to the emotions of his 
ſorrow, and appeared to neglect eve- 
ry thing to weep in private his belo- 
ved Harriet; even my amuſive prat- 


tle could not divert him from the in- 


dulgence of his heart-rending reflec- 


tions; and, inſtead of giving him 
pleaſure, he ever declared that the 
cc fight 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 
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cc 
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A 
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Gght of me only helped to revive his 
grief. 


« A ſiſter of my mother happened, 

at that juncture, to pay a viſit to the 
metropolis; and, though my father 
had been ſix months a widower, ſne 
found him ſtill in all the luxury of woe. 


« She reaſoned with him on his 
weakneſs, and endeavoured to con- 
vince him, that his want of reſigna- 
tion was an inſult to that all- wiſe Be- 
ing, who beſtowed on us every kind 
of happineſs, and had an indubitable 
right to abridge us of whatever part 
he judged proper. She reminded 


him that he had a 2 the ten- 
der care of which he could only teſti- 


® fy his affection for the departed ; and 


G 6 4 cauſed 
/ | 
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cauſed me to be brought continually 
into his preſence. N 


ce It was in vain ſhe urged her argu- 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


i 


«c 
cc 
ec 
cc 


(c 


(68 


cc 


cc 


ments; though ſupported by reaſon 
and religion, they had little influ- 
ence; and, thinking that time 
would be the beſt reſtorer of his ſpi- 
rits, as ſhe could not continue long 


in London, and, from the continual | 


indulgence of his grief,, ſuggeſting 
that I ſhould be either neglected or 
receive the fame melancholy impreſ- 
ſions, ſhe determined, with the ap- 
probation of my 'father, to take me 
with her into Oxfordſhire. 


« Her requeſt met with inſtant ac- 


quieſcence; and J have heard, that, 


from the day in which my aunt took 
5 x cc me 


* 
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© me under her protection, his ſorrows 


cc 


gradually diminiſhed, and in a ſhort 


ce time he was again capable of immer- 


cc 


ſing in the active ſcenes of life. 


« From this amiable relation I expe- 


rienced all the tenderneſs of a parent. 


She lived on a moderate income, in 
a very retired ſpot, and ſaw but little 
company: a ſituation perfectly a- 
greeable to her diſpoſition, which led 
her (though lovely, and ſtill in the 
prime of life) to ſhun admiration ra- 
ther than court it; and, with a heart 
extenſively beneficent, and, from 


her ceconomy in the management of 


her little fortune, able to indulge its 
charitable emanations, ſhe was am- 
bitious only of ſelf. approbation; and 
would doubtleſs have ended her days 
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in that place, had not my welfare in- 
duced her to enlarge her plan.. 


« As I increaſed in years, ſhe jud- 
ged it neceſſary that I ſhould ſee 
more of the world. There was no 
proſpe& of my father's making a ſe- 


cond choice, and, of courſe, my fu- 


ture expectations in life were bril- 
liant. It would have been abuſing 


the truſt he had repoſed in her, to 


bring me up in ignorance and obſcu- 
rity; ſhe therefore determined, at all 
events, to quit her beloved retreat, 
and take a houſe in Oxford, that I 
might receive thoſe embelliſhments 
that are neceſſary in a public ſphere 
of action and, in order to accuſtom 


me to ſociety, ſhe launched into an 


« extenſive 
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« extenſive acquaintance with the moſt 
« reſpectable families in the place. 


My father, who wrote to her from 
ce time to time, appeared pleaſed with 


* this attention to my improvement, 


« and made her frequent remittances to 
« reimburſe her for the additional ex- 
te pence ſhe muſt neceſſarily mcur from 


ce the enlargement of her plan. For 


ce ſome years, after I left London, he 


« had never ſeen me; but Mrs. Wynd- 
ec ham's partial deſcription of her little 
«© niece at length excited the wiſh of a- 
« pain embracing me, (though he de- 
te clared he expected nothing leſs than a 


be relapſe into his former ſorrows,) and 


« he made his appearance at my aunt's 
« when we had little expectation of 
« ſuch a happineſs, | 


cc He 
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« He bore the ſight of me better than 
s could have been expected from a 
ce heart that ſtill continued firm to its 
« firſt attachment ; and, though my 
« features bore the ſtrongeſt reſem- 
| © blance tomy mother's, no violent e- 


©. motions were viſible when he firſt be- 
cc al me. 


From this period he made frequent 
« excurſions into the country, and 
« ſeemed never ſo happy as when with 
« ys, Yet, at intervals, he would re- 
« lapſe into his former melancholy ; 
« and, when I have been finging or 
cc playing to amuſe him, would jump 
« up, in an agony of JE and ex- 
6 claim: 


« Jh., 
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« This girl diſtracts me; ſhe fo reſem- 
« hes my departed Harriet, there is no 
_« ſupporting the fight of her | and, in 
* the attitude of deſpair, he would run 
«© out of the room. 


——— —' 93245 "wy 
— . ,- ag 


225 Would any one have thought ſuch 
«. a ſettled ſorrow would have given 
« place to a new attachment? but ſo it 
« happened. While my father was 
« with us, my aunt, ever ſtudious to 
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« render every one about her happy, 


A 


would plan little parties of pleaſure 
with the neighbouring families ; and, 
c jn one of our rural excurſions to an 


te adjacent village, obſerved to me, in 
ce paſſing a little villa by the fide of the 
te road, that ſhe had, a few days be- 
« fore, ſeen, at the window of it, a 


© young 


oy Is : 
6 
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« young lady whom ſhe thought the 
ce picture of myſelf. 


« At that inſtant the young lady 
* came out of the door, and walked 
ec into a ſmall ſhrubbery by the ſide of 
ce the houſe. 


ce Fhe is indeed very much like Harriet, 
« ſaid my father, his eyes purſuing her 
« jn her walk; and indeed I could not 


* help acknowledging, myſelf, that 


ce ſhe bore a ſtriking reſemblance to me. 


« By accident we ſeveral times met 
tc her, in our walks, accompanied by 


La) 


c 


an elderly lady, whom we ſuppoſed 
cc to be her mother; but, as to her fa- 


ec mily or connections, both my aunt 


ce and I were ignorant, nor did we think 
| | . 
It 
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« 1t of any conſequence to inform our- 
« ſelves, 


« My father was often with us. He 
« began to grow more cheerful; and,. 
« as he had made ſome acquaintance in 
« Oxford and its environs, would 
© ſometimes abſent himſelf whole days 
ce together, which gave us no manner 
"of concern, as we imagined him en- 
« paged in rural ſports with ſome of 
« our neighbours, for he generally 
ce took with him either his gun or fiſh- 
« ing-rod. 


« He was indeed angling, and too 


40 ſucceſsfully, when we were leaſt a- 
« are of ſuch an incident, | 


« One 


* 
— — — 


0 


riſing ideas. He had never hinted 
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(c 


ce 


ec 


cc 


cc 


cc 


« One fine evening, after. tea, my 
aunt expreſſed an inclination for a 


walk; and, bending our courſe to- 
' wards the obſervatory, we ſaw, croſ- 


ling a meadow by the ſide of the 


road, the very young lady I have be- 


fore mentioned leaning on my fa- 
ther's arm, 3 8 98 


0 Suſpended by ſurpriſe, we ſtood 


cc 


cc 
ce 
ce 
cc 


c«c 


ſome moments unable to expreſs our 


having formed any acquaintance with 
that family, yet appeared to be on a 


very ſocial footing, or miſs would 
* not have leaned fo familiarly on his 


arm, 


« While 
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« While ſtanding in this filent atti- 
tude, I ſuppoſe we were obſerved by 
them; for my father, immediately 
« changing the courſe of his walk, 
« joined us in the road, and, without 
& the leaſt embarraſſment, preſented to 
« us his fair companion as the daugh- 
cc ter of a lady whom he much reſpect- 
© ed, and ſhould be happy to ſee num- 
bered among our moſt intimate 


ce friends, and who, from her own pe- 


c culiar merit, was . wb our 


i eſteem. 

6. There needed no other recommen- 
« dation ; it was ſufficient, to me, that 
« my father judged her a proper com- 
© panion ; and, the natural ſociality of 
« my temper prevailing over ceremo- 
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cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 


«c 
cc 
cc 


cc 


CC 


cc 


ny, we ſoon became as chatty as if 
we had long known each other. But 
my aunt, who had ſeen more of the 
world, and had my intereſt much at 
heart, looked upon this affair in a 
very different light, and,. though the 
lady, with very little invitation, ac- 


companiĩed us home, could not, the 


whole evening, conquer an uncom- 
mon propenſity to gravity and re- 


ſerve. 


« After ſupper, my father very gal- 
lantly eſcorted her back; and it was 
in his abſence that Mrs. Wyndham 
recovered her converſible faculties, 
and, with infinite concern, expreſſed 


her fear, that Miſs Arnold had made 


more than a friendly impreſſion on the 
heart of my father, 
« © Her 


60 


N 


THE QUAKER, 143 


ce Her mother, I ſhould rather 
te think,” replied I, © as he recom- 
c mended the young lady to our ac- 
e quaintance out of reſpect to her pa- 


e rent; and, which ever it is, why 


ce {ſhould we regret it, my dear madam, 
ce if the lady is worthy his affection ? 
« For my part, I ſhould feel no unea- 
« ſineſs at the thoughts of my father's 
© making a ſecond choice; and, even 
e were it to fall on Miſs Arnold, it is 
« ſtill a proof of his attachment to my 
te Jong-lamented parent; for the re- 
et ſemblance ſhe bears to me, and con- 
tc ſequently to my mother, was, I 
« doubt no t, the firſt ſource of the at- 
te tachment, as he certainly knew no- 
e thingof her the day that you pointed 
© her out to me in going to A. 

« 4 


— — ** — 2 — * — 2 - — bod - 
— 8 — — . — — 
. — ——— SS Goren yr Err 
_ — 


— - 
1 * — 


as 
— — * 
— og — — 
— — — = te 
— — — — — 


1 n . — » — — 
| — ARS — ee ef, 


— 
— — 
— 


——— 


2 ae 9 *—6 


. RT. 


7 * a — — — * 
ES, nr aro”. 


} 
* 
U 
7 
k 
1 
9 
f 


144 THE QUAKER, 


0 01 am of your opinion, my dear, 
ce that the attachment, if (as I ſuſpect) 
it is one, took its riſe from the inci- 
ce dent you mention; but I cannot look 
<« upon it in that indifferent light you 
« ſeem to do. I did not quit my re- 
te tirement, to give my deareſt Harriet 


« an opportunity of acquiring thoſe 


cc 


embelliſhments in which ſhe is ſo per- 
ly accompliſhed, with a view of 


© having all her glittering proſpects 


ce obſcured by a baby-faced girl, who 


« probably poſſeſſes not one of the vir- 


ce tues of the dear departed ſaint whoſe 
c image is ſtill preſent to his infatuated 
“ imagination, and whoſe youth and 


e jnexperience, even however amiable 


« ſhe may happen to be, muſt neceſſa- 
* 1 * render her a very improper part- 


1 ner 
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ner for a man who is paſt the prime 
of life. But, if ſuch a folly has ta- 
ken poſſeſſion of him, arguments 
would have no effect; it will there- 


fore be beſt to take no notice of my 


ſuſpicions; but, from his behaviour, 


both to Mrs. Arnold and her daugh- 


ter, we ſhall ſoon diſcover my bro» 


ther's inducement to cultivate their 


acquaintance," 


c A ſhort time ſerved to convince 


me that my aunt's ſuſpicions were not 


ill- grounded. By my father's re- 


queſt, we viſited Mrs. Arnold; and 


in all her conduct diſcovered an art- 


ful deſigning woman, anxious to pro- 
mote the intereſt of her daughter 
without any view to her happineſs; 


and the inſenſibility of Maria ren- 


vor. I. H ( dered 
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cc. dered her an eaſy victim to her mo- 
ce at's pride. 
N NM Father, poor deluded man 
« ſaw (or thought he faw) in her all the 
2 perfections of his once- loved Har- 
ot riet; and miſs, who had been accuſ- 
e tomed to regulate all her wiſhes by 
© thoſe of her mercenary parent, 
ce thought no happineſs could equal 
cc that of being united to a man of for- 
* tune who loved her ſufficiently: to in- 
« dulge her in thoſe empty gratifi- 
« cations ſhe had been taught to eſti- 
& mate as real pleaſures, and readily 
« diſpoſed herſelf to receive him in the 
70 Ugh f a favoured lover. 


ce The proſpect of fuch an unequal 
* union, when 1 N him ſeriouſ- 
a 


ce ly determined on marrying, I will 
* own, gave me much uneaſineſs ; but 

s ſelf had no ſhare in my reflections, 
*« for gold was not the ſort of happineſs 
< ] coveted; but I lamented an infatu- 
ce ation that muſt, of courſe, be an e- 
< ternal ſource of repentance, when my 
$6, thoughtleſs parent came to diſcover, 
* that, in the ſociety of his giddy bride, 
«he might in vain hope to recover his 
ce departed joys. Sixteen and ſixty"! 
ce js it poſſible any one could have been 

e ſo devoid of penetration as not to diſ- 
c cover that her affections rolled whol- 
ce ly on the wheels of intereſt? But 
« love is blind; and my father was be- 
ee come ſo much its votary, that he 
« would have been a proper object for 
« the Emanuel ſociety. N 


La) 


H 2 | « My 


3 
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« My aunt, notwithſtanding her de- 
« terminations of ſilence, ventured to 
« expoſtulate on the abſurdity of his 
£ intentions; but my father was deaf 
« as he was blind, and ſhe talked in 
« vain; in a few weeks every thing 
c was concluded on, and, Mrs. Ar- 
60 ; nold having taken care. that a noble 
« ſettlement ſhould be made on her 
daughter, their marriage was cele- 

„ brated at Oxford; and, however 
« grieved at heart that my parent 
ec ſhould ſo greatly expoſe himſelf to 
& ridicule, I ſmothered my ſenſations, 
and aſſiſted at the ceremony with as 
much cheerfulneſs as 1 2008 __ 
c aſſume. 94 


3 


c 


* 


* 


45 e e.. 


* % 
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cc Mrs. Moſtyn was accompanied 
* home by her mother, but did not 
« compliment me ſo far as to aſk me to 
« be of her party; and I was not ſorry 
©« to be excluded for the ſerene ſatis- 
« faction I had ever experienced in the 
* ſociety of my aunt, whom I then be- 
« gan to look upon as my only parent, 
left me no wiſh of exchanging the 
« calm pleaſures of the country for the 
e gaieties of London, 
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«© My father probably declined ma- 
e king me an invitation of going with * 
« them, to avoid the obſervations that 
« would naturally be made on a wife 
« and daughter ſo nearly of an age; 
e and his lady, that ſhe might have no 
« rival in thoſe conqueſts ſhe ſo agreea- | 
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bly anticipated, end for which her 
marriage, ſlie imagined; would prove 
the moſt cofiverient eloak. Be it as 


it may, I ſtaid behind, and ſor near a 
twelvemontk heard from neither of 
them, much as Mrs. Moſtyn had, 
previous to her marriage, 3 
my 1 


e The as her having: preſerited 
me with a brother, and conſequently 
my father with an heir to deprive his 
neglected daughter of her birth- 
right, was the ſubjeck of the firſt let- 
ter we received. 1 300 , 


c THis 1 gave me no un- 
eaſineſs, as I never wiſhed to extend 
my ſphere of action; and, though 


oy father did not continue to be ſo 


cc frequent 
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& frequent. as formerly in his remittan- 
ces for my expences, Mrs. Wynd- 
« ham's income was genteel, and her 
** tenderneſs and generoſity ſuffered me 
« to experience. no. inconveniences from 
e his negle&. I therefore felt myſelf 

perfectly ſerene under a circumſtance | 
<«'that would have inflicted on many 
che moſt bittet pangs of diſcontent; 
cc and congratulated him on. the birth of 
« his ſon, with the ſincereſt aſſurances, 
that every thing muſt give me plea- 
« ſure that contributed 0 his N 
« neſs. | 


1. 4 * 12 * 7 7 x 
4 


A * 


760) Ny aunt a pany herfelf Ty 
e had imbibed all my ideas of philoſo- 
% phy and content) was aſtoniſhed: at 
e the indifferenne I betrayed: at an e- 
4 vent that muſt entirely cruſh my ſu- 

H 4 n 
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8 ture hopes, and did not receive this 
« account with the compoſure I have 
© known her to maintain on many more 
ce affecting occaſions ; probably « fatal 
00 preſcience, that ſhe ſhould ſoon be 
te deprived of the means of compenſa- 
ce ting for the deficiency of fortune I 
ce was likely to experience from this ill- 
« judged marriage, helped to depreſs 
« her ſpirits : for ſo, alas! it proved. 


„ About two years afterwards, the 
| e failure of the -houſe, in which the 
e principal part of her fortune was in- 
veſted, reduced her, from a ſtate of 
ce affluence and happy independence, to 
ec the neceſſity of applying to my father 
ce for ſome addition to the fmall remains 
ce of her income, not as a relief to 
« herſelf, but that I might not become 
er 4 


La) 


La) 
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ce a ſufferer from her misfortune ; and 
e the anſwer ſhe received was ſuch as 7 
operated more forcibly on her mind | 
e than the affliction that had produced 
« the requeſt; for it muſt be more than 
a philoſophy that can enable us to ſup- | 
ce port the unfeeling taunts of ingratj- j 
« tude, added to the cruel ſtings of ad- ö 


« yerſity. ? = 


« My unhappy father is an example 
te of the injury that may accrue to our 
E principles from making an unworthy 
« choice; for what change is not either 


te a bad man or bad woman able to ef- 
te fect over the heart of thoſe, who, they 
& are ſenſible, are become the dupes of 1 
te a blind affetion. 
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ec From being once the moſt tender 


of parents and moſt affectionate of 


* brothers, Mr. Moſtyn had ſuffered 


cc 
cc 


cc 


c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
ce 
| cc 


ſuch a total change of diſpoſition, 
when he received my aunt's letter, 
that the account of her misfertune 
affected him little more than it would 
have done an indifferent perſon. 


« He replied, that he was ſorry to 


8 


hear of her loſs, and more ſo that ſhe 


had brought me up to that ſplendour 


I muſt now think of retrenching; for 


ce 


an increaſing family would not per- 
mit him to indulge me in ſuperfluous 
extravagances, to the injury of his 
other children. He incloſed her an 
crder *to draw upon his banker for 
twenty pounds a-year, quarterly, 


„ during 
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« during the remainder of her life; 
« which, with the ſmall remains of her 
cc jncome, he thought might ſupport 
ce her very well in the country, if ſhe 
ce could reduce her mind to leave off 
e  houſe-keeping, and become a board- 
cc er in ſome family. As to me, * 
« might, if I pleaſed, come home. 
* Mrs, Moſtyn would be glad to have 
cc me with her, and I might make my- 
ce ſelf very uſeful in inſpecting into the 
ce education of the children as they in- 
e creaſed in years; and, till then, he 
could find me plenty of employment, 
« if my pride did not prevent my ac- 
« cepting the propoſal.  , ,,_ 


te What a letter! 1 could hardly 
ce believe it to be dictated by a parent. 
« As to Mrs, Wyndham, with a calm- 
; H 6 « neſs 
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cc 
cc 


cv 


cc 


cc 


neſs that in turn aſtoniſhed me great- 
ly, as mine had done her on a former 


event: 


« © No, my child,” ſaid ſhe, * we 
have lived together in proſperity, 


and will not part in adverſity, I will 
tell my unfeeling brother, that he, 


who fed ſo many on five loaves and 


two ſmall fiſhes, will not ſuffer us to 
want, though reduced to aſk his aſ- 
ſiſtance. My time here will be but 
ſhort; till I am called to a better 
place, I will, for your ſake, accept 


his poor bequeſt. It will then be 


time enough for you to ſubmit to the 
humble ſtation of a ſervant in the fa- 
mily of a parent; probably a ſervant, 
too, without the accuſtomed re- 
wards,” 


cc She 


cc 
cc 
cc 
” 
-cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


tc 


te 


cc 


cc 
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— 


« She did ſo; but ſoftened the refu- 


ſal of ſending me home, by ſaying, 
ſhe had been ſo long accuſtomed to 


my ſociety, that ſne could not ſup- 


port the thoughts of loſing me. And 
during the few months, in which 
this tender friend continued an inha- 


bitant of this ſublunary ſcene, I 


made it the moſt ſatisfactory purſuit 
of my life to contribute to her felici- 
ty; but grief had made too great a 
havoc in her frame for a conſtitution 


«© naturally delicate to ſupport ſo vio- 


lent a ſhock, and I too ſoon beheld a 


termination of my attentions in that 


of her exiſtence. - 


ce After her death, I found myſelf as 
if alone in a wide world; and, con- 
3 te ſcious 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
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'ſcious that it was a world in which 


youth and inexperience could expect 
nought ' but cenſure, if guided folely 
by its own opinions, 1 had no alter. 
native but to accept my father's for- 
mer propoſal of returning home; 
though, had I conſulted my inclina» 
tions rather than my prudence, I 
would have been content with the 


moſt ſcanty ſubfiſtence rather than 
have been ſubjected to the mortifica- 


tions I naturally anticipated under 


ce the authority of Mrs. Moſtyn, 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ce But what were twenty pounds a- 


year? and that was all my poor aunt 


could poſſibly bequeath me, exclu- 
ſive of an elegant aſſortment of 
clothes and ſome few valuables of 


ee plate and jewels, This little ſum 


cc ſhe 
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«© ſhe had properly ſecured to me as ſoon 
ee as ſhe beheld her end approaching, 


ec 


cc 


* a 


cc 


cc 


(c 


« 


and inveſted me with full power 


to receive it as I thought proper. 


«© J might, it is true, have boarded 
on it; but then, by ſo doing, 1 
ſhould have appeared to have entire- 
ly throw off the protection of my fa- 
ther, and fhewed the uncontroulable 
wiſh of becoming my own miſtreſs, at 


an age in which the love of Hberty 
might have been thought to * 


been my only incentive. 
| » 


« I therefore gave ear to prudence 
only, and, immediately after my 


| dear aunt's deceafe, wrote to Lon- 
don. My father did not condeſcend 
to drop a ſingle tear to the memo- 


_ py 
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ce ry of ſo good a ſiſter ; but ſent or. 
ce ders to have her funeral as parſimo- 
ce niouſly conducted as poſſible, the 
ce expences of which I was deſired to 
* diſcharge with what money I had by 
ce me, to which was added a ſagacious 
« remark on the folly of injuring the li- 
eving to aggrandiſe the dead; and, as 
ce ſoon as it was over, I was deſired to 
© come up in the ſtage- coach, and one 
« of the clerks ſhould meet me at the 
« jnn and conduct me home, as I was 
ce quite a ſtranger to the town, having 
« never been in London ſince I left it, 


& at five years of age, to reſide in Ox- 
« fordſhire. | 


% With a heavy heart I complied 
de with this requeſt; and, after having 
boy: interred the valuable friend with 

hom 


THE QUAKER, 161 
te whom all my hopes of happineſs were 
ce intombed, ſet out for the metropolis, 
a determined to ſupport this painful 


© change with all the compoſure 1 
© could aſſume; and flattered myſelf, 
te that, whatever mortifications I met 
te with, the conſciouſneſs of doing my 

« duty would ſupport me under them,” 


It is now paſt eleven o'clock, and 
the drouſy god begins to wave his lead- 
en ſcepter over my eye-lids, You | will, 
therefore, my dear mamma, excuſe the 
_ remainder of Miſs Moſtyn's ſtory till 


my next; and believe me, with un- 
feigned duty, 


Your 


OCTAVIA, 


LETTER 


+ 


4 
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. 
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LETTER Vit 


* 


Dear madam, 3 
Y friend being engaged in prepa- 
ring for ſome expected company, 

J again reſume my pen, to acquaint you 
with what I doubt not but you are, 

this time, impatient to learn, the ſe- 
quel of the narrative related in my laſt, 


which I cannot better do than in the 


words in which it was related, 
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The Hiſtory of Mifs Moſtym in Conti- 
| nuation. 1 


te Whatever were Mrs. Moſtyn's real 
, ſentiments, on my arrival im town, 
cc ſhe received me with apparent com- 
te placency, and ſome ſigns of condo- 
« lance for my recent loſs. 


] was treated by her with far more 
c confideration and apparent affeclion 
e than 1 expected; and, from the 
« whole tenor of her behaviour the 
« firſt few weeks, began to congratu- 
« late myſelf on having formed a more 
« indifferent opinion of her diſpoſition 
« than it, in reality, deſerved. 


«© The 
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The children (for there were two) 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ec 


cc 


te 


cc 


cc 


cc 


{. 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


appeared amiable little creatures; 


and, from inelination rather than her 


deſires, I attached myſelf much to 
their innocent ſociety, and their a- 
muſement contributed greatly to my 
own. 


« But my good opinion was not to be 
of long duration; for I found (as 1 
became more initiated into the ſe- 
crets of the family) that my father 


was entirely governed by his wife, 


who paid little regard either to his 
happineſs or domeſtic duties, but 
devoted her hours to pleaſure and diſ- 


ſipation; while he, immerſed in bus 


ſineſs, and intent on accumulating 


wealth to ſupport her extravagance, - 


ec had 


9 


"mo 


THE QUAKER, 16g 


ec had little opportunity of attending to 
« her conduct. | | 


* Though I endeavoured to diſcou- 
« rage thoſe injurious infinuations, 
e (as they were thrown out by thoſe 
©« whoſe gratitude ought to have bound 
them to ſilence,) I ſoon perceived 
ee they were but too much founded in 
ce truth; for the late hours Mrs. Moſ- 
« tyn generally kept, and the little re- 
<< gard ſhe paid to appearances, ſhewed 
6 her as deſtitute of diſcretion as virtue; 
« nor indeed is the former to be ex- 

cc pected where the latter does not exiſt. 


© Our male viſitors were innumera- 

« ble, and their adorations were re- 
e ceived by this modern wife with as 
little embarraſſment as if ſtill in an 
ce unmarried 
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cc 


. cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


£c 


unmarried ſtate. On my firſt arrival 


in town, I had the honour of being 
preſented to moſt of her acquaint- 
ance ; but ſhe ſoon, found that a new 


face was too attractive to permit her 


to maintain an unrivalled poſſeſſion 
of her illicit eonqueſts, and thereſore 
wiſely (or rather politically) determi- 
ned, that my future ſphere of action 


ſhould not extend beyond the nurſe- 
ry, or in an airing with the children 
whenever diſpoſed to N of that 
* indulgence. 


«© But theſe reſtrictions were commu- 


nicated to me in a manner, that, 


while it ſhewed her a proficient in fi- 


neſſe, gave me the moſt contempti- 


ble opinion of her diſpoſition. 


cc C My 
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e My dear Harriet, ſaid ſhe to 

e me one morning, (after having been 
« peculiarly peſtered with flatterers the 
« preceding night,) © this diſſipated 
“life, to which you are unuſed, will, 
ec I fear, be greatly detrimental to a 
cc conſtitution accuſtomed to the regu- 
cc larity yours has been. I am quite 
« angry with myſelf for having intro- 


c duced you into my parties; for the 
« delicate bloom, you brought with 
you from Oxfordſhire, already be- 
« pins to diſappear, and your father 
« will have to reproach me with the 
te demolition of your beauty. His ex- 
re tenſive connections oblige me to 
keep more company than is agreeable 
cc to my diſpoſition; but that is no rea- 

. <« fon why your health ſhould: become 

« the 
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« the ſacrifice. In future I ſhall dic. 


ce penſe with your attendance on my 
« public nights, as my private viſits 
ce are better adapted to your domeſtic 
« turn, and will leſs incroach on thoſe 
< hours you have been accuſtomed to 
give toreſt,” 


« Some company coming in left me 
© no time to reply to this conſiderate 
e harangue ; but I muſt acknowledge! 
did not feel myſelf inclined. to abjure 
tc entirely the pleaſures of ſociety, even 
te to preſerve my bloom; for that diſſi- 
« pation, for which I had not conſtitu- 
tionally the moſt trifling got, had 
< become, within a few days, not 
«© merely more ſupportable, but per- 
tc fectly intoxicating, from the ſatisfac- 


« tion it procured me of liſtening con- 
cc. 4 


Cc 


++ 0% 


* 


; 


cc 


cc 
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tinually to the douceurs of an agreea- 
ble young gentlemen who made one 
of her parties, and whoſe flattery, to 
ſpeak in the language of ingenuouſ- 
neſs, was too intereſting to my heart 
to be willingly diſpenſed with. 


« It required little diſcernment to 
divine Mrs. Moſtyn's motives for 


wiſhing me to ſeclude myſelf from 


company, as' the veil was too flimſy 


not to be ſeen through; but, as I 
knew it would be in vain to oppoſe 
the wiſhes of one whoſe authority was 
ſo well eſtabliſhed over my father, I 
appeared only to underſtand it in the 
light ſhe intended, and bore the pri- 
vation of a pleaſure, I had but juſt 
begun to taſte, with a compoſure 
that muſt neceſſarily take from her al! 
Vor, I, I « ſuſpicion 
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cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 
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cc 


cc 


cc 
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"il 


c 


* 


cc 


cc 


ſuſpicion of my being diſpleaſed with 


the confinement-ſhe had impoſed on 


INC. 
3 


« For ſome days 1 endeavoured to a. 
muſe myſelf with the children and 
my books ; or, to vary the ſcene, as 
our houſe was near the park, (my fa- 
ther having removed from the city in 
compliance with the wiſhes of his la- 
dy, who proteſted, the thick ſmoky 
air, in that part of the town, would 
ſoon deſtroy her health,) I ſometimes 
ſtrolled into the mall, and chaſed a- 
way my melancholy thoughts in an 


unſocial walk. 


In one of thoſe ſolitary (though 
public) rambles, I obſerved Mr. 
Weſtcombe (the gentleman whoſe 


cc flattery 


cc 


cc 


cc 


«c 


(c 
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« flattery had found ſuch eaſy admit- 
« tance to my inexperienced heart) 
« talking with one of my father's clerks, 
« and ſaw them walk very familiarly to- 
« gether through the palace-yard. 


« What could induce a gentleman of 
« his rank (for he is of a noble family) 
* to aſſociate with a young man in ſuch: 
« an inferior claſs of life was, to me, 
e rather myſterious; and I felt myſelf 


© unuſually intereſted in learning the 
« ſubject of their converſation. But 


how to gratify this incentive of curio- 
« ſity was a point I knew not how to 
* accompliſh. 


“What will not the impulſes of love 
« effect? I had never before bemean- 
Jed myſelf ſo far as to hold any con- 


I 2 « verſation 
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c yerſation with this young man, or a. 


« ny other in my father's counting 


c 


A 


houſe ; but, ſomething whiſpering 
te my vanity that I had been their ſub- 
e ject, I could not reſiſt the defire of 


ce being convinced if my ſuggeſtions 


ce were well founded; and, to that 


te end, took an opportunity of fending 


ec for him, the next evening, (duting 
« the abſence of Mrs. Moſtyn,) under 
© ſome frivolous pretence ; and, in a 
ce careleſs manner, introduced the ſub- 
tt ject next my heart, by afking if he 
« was related to the gentleman I had 
« obſerved him converſing with in 
« the park. 


te with a freedom I fear my condelſcen- 
cc fon too much authorifed;) © but | 
| cc helieve 


10 


10 


CC 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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te believe he would gladly be related to 


« ſomebody elſe I could mention, if 1 
6 « thought it would not affront her. 


« The perſonality of this ſpeech 
ö ec would not permit me to miſunder- 
t « ſtand him. I felt my face and neck. 
F 90 inſtantly in a glow ; yet could not re- 
9 « fiſt the ſatisfaction of having my ſuf- 
r e picions confirmed, by the folly 10 
a e aſking whom he meant. 

b- | > 

he « © Whom 3 mean u ben yvour- 


ad « ſelf, miſs? Mr. Weſtcombe ſtopped 
| me in the park on purpoſe to enquire 
te after your health; for Mrs. Moſtyn 
* had told all the company you were 
** 11], which prevented you from being 
te preſent at her laſt Tout ; and he beg- | 
. © ged me to inform myſelf particularly 
| 13 «of 


» 8 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


(c 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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of the ſtate of your health, and call 
at his houſe to let him know,” 


« © And have you been? Na 
miſs, not yet; ſor it was but thi 
morning that I heard, from Sally, 


Mrs. Moſtyn's maid, that you had 


never been 11]; and I knew not what 
anſwer to carry him; for, as ſhe muſt 
certainly have ſome motive for telling 


him you were ill, I thought you 


might have deſired it, and I ſhould 


have been ſorry to have done any 
thing to offend you; but I now begin 
to ſee into the matter, for think you 


would have no objection to his know- 
ing you are well.“ 


« © Indeed I am not well, Stanly; 
and, on that account, take a walk 


ec often 


cc 
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often in the park, which agrees with 
me better than a crouded room; ſo I 
beg you will not tell Mr. Weſtcombe 
any ſuch thing. You will not forget 
to procure me the paper I ſpoke of.” 
And out of the room I tripped, 
childiſnly delighted at having, as if 


« par hazard, given the young man an 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


opportunity of hinting to him where 
it was poſſible to meet me. 


« For ſome days I was ſo ſituated as 
to be unable to repeat my walk; but, 


the firſt morning I could find aꝰpre- 
text to go out, I ſtole into the mall, 
pluming myſelf on having ſo contri- 
ved this appointment, that even he, 
for whom it was meant, could not 
ſuſpect me of the intention. 


14 1 


— 


* 
B Eee IO I rr nn 
e 2 * 


: Poe” rams 
TIRE . rr. — 2" — 
I #1, — _ — — 1 N 
. n — 2 r 
4 | iy — 4. — 2 —_ Is - 
* — CT po I. by : 
8 pay PX 2 — a — = 2 
E — — _ 33 K 
4 * e. N — * war * 
. ——_—_— — N FEE * 2 — 
EA. - 2 ———— — 
9 — I 6 15S 
— _ *% a we x 


1 of LE 
00 ay 
8 . 
. ie * 
bu | 
_ 
wt 8 


4 
4 
4 1 
ON « 7 
4 
4! 
v1.3 
wh * 5 
; 7145 
* 10 
MF , . 
40 
. 14 
- 
. 
= 
I 
4 
3 
y 1 


176 THE QUAKER» 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


c 


60 


ec 


«c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


* I had not walked many turns be 
fore I had the ſatisfaction to ſee 
Weſtcombe approaching me. 


«« He advanced with an engaging 
air; and, paying me the compli- 
ments of the day, expreſſed his hap- 
pineſs in finding me well enough to 
take the benefit of a walk, at a time 
when he had been informed I kept my 
room. | 


* © I am happy to find your illneſs 
was exaggerated, Miſs Moſtyn ; but 
am ſorry you ſhould have taken that 


diſlike to ſociety, as to be conſtrain- 


ed to adopt the excuſe of indiſpoſi- 
tion to deprive our circles of their 
moſt lovely ornament,” 
« What 


* 


— 


* What ſhall I ſay, ladies? 1 fear 
« you will condemn my weakneſs, 
« when I confeſs that an eclairciſſement 
«© jmmediately enſued, in which I per- 
« haps but too much betrayed my 
« dawning inclinations ; and the mo- 
« tives of my good mother-in-law's at- 
« tempt, to ſeclude me from ſociety, 
ce were fully inveſtigated, and natural- 
&« ly adjudged to their true ſource, en- 
«c vy of my riſing conſequence among 
* thoſe ſhe wiſhed to have no eyes for o- 
« ther attractions than her own. 


ce By dint of eloquence, (alas! what 
will not the eloquence of love effect 
over a heart too partially inclined !) 
this amiable young man prevailed on 
me to give him leave to propoſe him- 


13 « ſelf” 


«c 
cc 


cc 
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ce ſelf as a ſon-in-law to my father, not 


. 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
10 


"CC 


cc 


« eaſe her of her future inquietudes, 


« and 


doubting but his birth and expecta- 
tions, joined to the eaſy fortune he 
then poſſeſſed, would render his al- 
liance unobjectionable ; and I re- 
turned home with ſenſations, ſuch as 
thoſe only, who have ever been in 
full proſpe& of happineſs, can poſſi- 
bly conceive. 


0 Though Mrs. Moſtyn's rage for 

admiration might render my appear- 
ance in her parties deſtructive of that 
monopoly of hearts for which ſhe 
thirſted, yet I could hardly think ſhe 
would be hurt at one individual a- 


mong the circle's ſingling me out as 
the object of his choice, eſpecially 


as that preference muſt, of courſe, 


THE QUAKER. B29 
te and exclude all fears of rivalſhip. 
« But I was in a miſtake; my. unlucky 
ce ſtars ordained, that the very object, 
« by whom I was ſo partially eſteemed, 
ce ſhould happen to be the man, whom, of 
« allothers, ſhe wiſhed to be moſt ſuſ- 
e ceptible of her charms; and my fa- 
ce ther, from being accuſtomed to 
« yield implicitly to her opinion, 
c needed only be told, by her, that it 
<«« was an improper match, to render all 
« our flattering ſchemes of happineſs 
« abortive. 


Without giving himſelf time to 
© conſider whether he might conſent to 
« a daughter's happineſs conſiſtently 
© with his own ideas of prudence, Mr. 


i 


A 


Moſtyn conſulted only the wiſhes of 
cc his arbitrary. wife; and, without aſ- - 
1 6 « ſigning 


cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 


cc 
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Goning any particular reafohs, told 
Mr. Weſtcombe he had other views 
for me; and, at the ſame inſtant, 
laid his commands on me, to think 
of him no longer as a lover. 


«© However refolved upon obedience, 
I will confeſs this prohibition had a 
very diſagteeable effect upon my 
temper. Conſcious from what quar- 
ter this diſappointment aroſe, I could 
no longer look upon Mrs. Moſtyn 
but as an enemy to my happineſs ; 
and was more than once on the brink 
of liſtening only to the dictates of my 
inclination, and, by complying with 
the fond intreaties of Weſtcombe, 


put it out of her power to triumph in 


her authority. 


cc But 
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„* But I was ſoon to Experience a 
© much greater trial for my patience. 
« My father had taken into his count- 
i ing-houſe an indigent relation of 
c her's, who, from a tolerable ſhare of 
te abilities, had ingratiated himſelf 
«© much into the eſteem of his maſter ;. 
© but this man, though a valuable ac- 
« quiſition as a clerk, poſſeſſed not a 
te ſingle agrẽment beſides, and was de- 
« void of every accompliſhment that 
« could recommend him to a woman 
c poſſeſſed of any degree of ſenſibility. 
©« This man, of all others, was fixed on 
« as a huſband for me; Mrs. Moſtyn 
1 good- naturedly hinting to my father, 
« that it was plain Harriet had a wiſh to 
« be ſettled ; and ſhe did not know a 
* perſon, who, from his ſtrict attention 

« fo 


* 
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« to buſineſs, was likely to prove a 
ce better match than Wellers; beſides, 


ce if admitted as a partner, it would be 


an encouragement to his aſſiduity; 


« and, from their intereſt being uni- 


ce ted, it would redouble his attentions 
ee to promote it. 


« This abominable connection was 
c perfectly planned, and Wellers ac- 


te quainted with the happineſs intended 
e him, before I had the leaſt ſuſpicion 
« of the ſcheme they had in embrio; 
« but, on a ſudden, was ſurpriſed to 
, ſee a young fellow, whom I had ne- 
« yer obſerved out of the counting- 
« houſe, admitted to my father's table, 


« and even permitted to lounge away 


« an hour or two over his glaſs when 


© the cloth was removed; but, as he 
cc Was 


ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
| cc 
«c 
ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 
ec 


cc 
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was her relation, and I was too con- 
ſcious of her influence to wonder at 
any thing, my ſurpriſe began to 
ceaſe ; and, as the reſt of the family 
treated him with more reſpect after 
that diſtinction, I was conſtrained to 
regulate my conduct by other peo- 
ple's. At length an uncommon fa- 
miliarity in his behaviour (peculiarly 
to me) began to alarm my pride, 
and I ventured to expreſs my diſap- 
probation ; but how much more was 
my pride alarmed, on Mrs. Moſtyn's 
adviſing me (with ſeeming friend- 
ſhip) to abate ſomewhat of my 
haughtineſs, as it was the wiſh of my 
father that Mr. Wellers ſhould endea- 


vour to render himſelf agreeable to 
me. 


« Let 


cc 
(c 
cc 
cc 
— 


cc 
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« © Let me tell you, Harriet, ad- 
ded ſhe, © though not a Weſtcombe,“ 
(at which name her face was ſuffuſed 
with conſcious bluſhes,) © the young 
man has very deſirable qualifications, 
and will make an eligible huſband, 
eſpecially if your father, as he in- 


tends, admits him as a partner.” 


« © Of his qualifications, madam,” 


replied I, reddening like crimfon, 


I am not a competent judge, nor is 


it even my wiſh to diſcover them. 


Permit me to ſay, that, in conſenting 
that Mr. Weſtcombe ſhould ſolicit | 
the approbation of my father to his 
addreſſes, I did not wiſh it to be un- 
derſtood, that I was anxious to alter 
my ſtate; his amiable diſpoſition and 
. _ « engaging 


re 


ce 


«cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ec. 


6c 
cc 
cc 
ec 


cc 


cc 


ie 


cc 
cc 


cc 
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engaging perſon found too eaſy an 
acceſs to my affections; and, though 
ſo unfortunate as not to have theſe af- 
fections ratified by a parent's conſent, 
they have made too laſting an impreſ- 
ſion on my heart to leave room for 
any other attachment, As the friend 
of Mr. Wellers, and as my friend, 
you will infinitely oblige me, madam, 
by aſſuring him of my determination 
before his happineſs is too much 1 inte- 
reſted i in my compliancge. 


« She appeared planet - ſtruck at the 
determined manner in which I deli- 
vered my ſentiments, not doubting 
but that obedience, which ſhe flatter- 
ed herſelf had wrought upon me to- 
reſign the man of my choice, would 
operate as powerfully in prevailing 
c on 
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« on me to accept the man of my fa- 
 ther's. 


cc 


cc 


« © am ſorry to find. you ſo reſol- 
ved, miſs,* was her anſwer ; but it, 
is no intereſt of mine; I wiſh only to 
promote the happineſs of your father, 
whoſe heart, I am convinced, is ſet 
upon this match, I ſhall therefore 
acquaint him with your averſion to 
Wellers; and, if my influence has a- 
ny effect, you may depend upon my 
ſervices,” 


« Difſembling woman! from that 
hour I was perſecuted on every ſide 
and, to increaſe my diſtreſs, my lo- 
ver, with whom I ſtill kept up a li- 
terary correſpondence, ceaſed, all at 
once, to write to me, and, though 

c informed 
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* informed of the deteſted union they 
« had in view for me, left me to my 
« fate; and I had no reſſource but in 
« unavailing tears. For ſome weeks I 


cc 
cc 
„t 
«c 
cc 
cc 
<c 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ſupported the blended miſery of be- 
ing neglected by the man I loved, 
and tormented continually with the 
odious paſſion of him who was my 
averſion, I have often wondered 
that my health did not become a prey 
to my unhappineſs ;_ but the heart, 
unconſcious of guilt, is ſometimes 


buoyed on the waves of hope, even 
amidſt the higheſt tide of affliction. 


« While Mrs. Moſtyn appeared to 
act quite a neutral part, or, if ſhe 
did interfere, it was with a ſeeming 
view to my happineſs, (which ſhe 
ſaid could only be eſtabliſhed by 

| « making 


— 
a — — r 
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« making it, in ſome degree, ſubſer- 
vient to the wiſhes of a parent, ) my 
te father, who had long abjured all ap- 
ce pearance of authority, began to en- 
c erciſe the moſt compulſive treatment. 
« He inſiſted that I ſhould receive the 


* addrefles of Wellers, whether agree- 


« able to me or not; and threatened to 
« ſend me into a convent if I did not 
« behave with that complacency the 
« moſt favoured lover might expe, 
« and prepare myſelf to attend him to 
* the altar within the ſpace of fix 
te weeks from that time. 


cc What a cruel alternative! I had 


e as little inclination to become a nun 


te as the wife of the man I hated ; and 
c J believe theſe threats would have 


prevailed on me to have reſigned 


« myſelf 


cc 


cc 


ce 
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myſelf to miſery with the latter, had 
I not, one evening, overheard a con- 
verſation, between this man and one 
of his aſſociates, that gave me ſuch a 
contemptible opinion of his princi- 
ples and diſpoſition, that death would 


have been more acceptable than fuch 
an union. 


« He was boaſting of the great ad- 
vantages that would accrue from mar- 
rying his maſter's daughter, whom, 
by the way, (though a fine girl,) he 
did not care for, and whom he ſhould 
take care to retaliate upon, for her 
confounded haughtinefs, as ſoon as 
the irrevocable knot was tied; and 
added, with a laugh, chat the old 
gentleman was under more obliga- 
tions to him than he was aware of, 


cc and 
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« and could do no leſs than make him a 
« preſent of his daughter for having 
cc aſſiſted in procuring him an heir. 


« The groſſneſs of this ſpeech 
(though my own ſentiments of Mrs. 
Moſtyn led me to believe it but too 
well founded on truth) exaſperated 


c 


* 


* 


c 


* 


c 


« me beyond expreſſion. 


I remained ſome minutes irreſolute 
« 1n my determinations, whether to ac- 
« quaint my father, verbatim, with 


« what I had heard, or, by threatening 


« Wellers with a diſcovery, conſtrain 
cc him to give up all thoughts of me, 
« and, by making it entirely his own 
« act, reſtore me to the favour of my 
« parent. But, when IJ conſidered, 


Cc 


-, 


that this vile woman and her para- 
«© mour 
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cc 
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mour were but too well agreed, and 
that my father was only a weak tool 
in their infernal hands, I concluded 
it beſt to remain ſilent; but, whate- 
ver might be the event, I reſolved to 
leave a family in which wickedneſs ſo 
much flouriſhed, that virtue muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be in danger; and, the cir- 
cumſtances duly conſidered, I doubt 
not, ladies, but you will exculpate 
me from the charge of imprudence. 


« I bethought myſelf of an old ſer- 
vant of my lamented aunt, who had 
been much attached to me in my in- 
fancy; who, when ſhe married, and 
left her ſervice, had gone to ſettle at 
Nottingham; and, from having fre- 


quently heard of her afterwards, I 


LY was 
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&« was fortunately poſſeſſed - of her ad- 


* dr els. | 


c Tn the family of this faithful crea- 
c tyre i knew ſhould find a welcome 
« aſylum, which, though a humble 
one, would be the better adapted to 
« my ſcanty income. 


« But how to acquaint her with my 
cc intention, and the unhappineſs I la- 
« boured under, was my greateſt diffi- 
os culty. 1 never had gone out alone 
& ſince Weſtcombe had met with a re- 
jeclion from my father; and, could I 
cc have done ſo, J had but too much 
« reaſon to fear, that my conduct was 
« ſo much under the obſervation of 
% Mrs. Moftyn and her creatures, that 
« jt would be impoſlible for me to con- 


t vey 


* 
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vey a letter to the poſt without fear 


of a diſcovery; but, providentially, 
an opportunity ſoon offered that I 
had little room to expect. 


« Wellers was one day engaged, on 


ſome buſineſs of importance, a few 


miles out of town, when Mrs. Moſ- 
tyn, very opportunely, was ſent for 
to her mother, who had juſt arrived 
in town, and was taken ſo ill, at the 
houſe of a friend in the city, that ſhe 
could not poſſibly reach my fa- 
ther's. 


« I took the opportunity of her ab- 
ſence to write to Nottingham; and, 
telling the ſervants I was ſtepping to 
our millener's, for fear my letter 
ſhould not be carried ſafe by any one 
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cc 


elſe, I called a coach, and bade the 


man drive to the general- poſt· office, 


where J had the ſatisfaction of depo- 
ſiting it myſelf, and afterwards had 


nothing to do but to prepare for my 
eſcape. 


* Had there been a perſon in the 
world in whom I could have confi- 


& ded, the execution of my plan would 
* not have been ſo difficult; but, 


though it was eaſy to flip out of the 
houſe myſelf, how my luggage was 


to be conveyed was a point almoſt too 
knotty for my imagination to diſcuſs. 


Till then Thad never had a ſubject on 
which. to exerciſe my invention. 
Happy is it for thoſe, whoſe wayward 
fate does not ſubje& them to the hu- 


miliating meanneſs of contrivance ! 
« but 


60 


ix 
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ce 


« 
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cc 
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but ſurely, in ſuch a caſe; the moſt 
clandeſtine meaſures are to be deem - 
ed excuſable; | 


« I was ſome days before I could fix 
on any ſcheme that bore a probabili- 
ty of ſucceſs ; at laſt, I adopted that 
of packing my wardrobe in ſmall par- 
cels, and, having informed myſelf 


| whence the ſtage ſet out, took the 
opportunity of Mrs. Arnold's illneſs 


(which frequently drew her daughter 
from home) to convey them, at diffe- 
rent times, to the inn, unnoticed by 


any of the ſervants. 


« This done, I began to feel myſelf 
more compoſed ; for the continual a- 
gitation of my mind during theſe pre- 


ie parations for my eſcape, added to 


K 2 a cc my 


cc 
cc 
| cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


c 


cc 


tec 


Ke. 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


TTY 


cc 


196 THE QUAKER, 


my fears of a detection, had kept me 
in perpetual miſery ; and muſt have 
unavoidably been ſuſpected to pro- 


ceed from ſome extraordinary ſource, 


had not the near approach of the 
time, fixed for my deteſted nuptials, 
furniſhed a motive for my apparent 


"diſtreſs of mind. 


„ Wellers, preſuming on my father's 


authority, treated me with all the 
naufeous fondneſs of an accepted lo- 
ver; and, when I reſented his diſ- 
guſting freedoms, would tell me, 
with the moſt inſulting raillery, that 
cendeſcenſion would ſoon become a 
duty, and it would then be his turn 


to aſſume the tyrant, 


5102 | cc C Never! 
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« © Never!” ſaid I to him, one e- 


vening, with a ſpirit I could not 


have aſſumed but from a certainty of 
being ſoon out of his reach; and, 


flinging out of the room, I flew to 


my. apartment, and relieved my 


burſting heart by a flood of tears; for 
the inſolence of the wretch had gi- 


ven birth to the moſt ungovernable 


tide of paſſion. | bc Þ 
e I had been ſome time ready for my 
eſcape, all my clothes being ſafely 
lodged at the inn under a fictitious 
addreſs; and then only waited for'an 


opportunity to go out unnoticed, 


which was almoſt impoſſible but in 


the abſence of Mrs. Moſtyn. 


x In 


196 THE QUAKER, 


* In a few days I had as good an 


«c 


cc 


.cc 


opportunity as I could have wiſhed 
for. The children, having a wiſh 
for ſome particular toys, importuned 


their mamma continually to purchaſe 


them, and were as often put off with 
a promiſe of having them when their 
grandmamma grew better, (who was 


© then brought to my father's ;) but, 


urgent in their requeſt, they at laſt 
prevailed on her to let me go with 
them into the city, and the coach 


was ordered immediately, but the 


nurſe-maid was alſo to attend upon 
them. | 


« My heart bounded at this proſpe& 
of a ſpeedy delivery from my bon- 
dage; yet, when I thought that I 

| © Was 


ec 


cc 


cc 
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was about to quit (perhaps for eyes) 
a parent, who, but for the wiles of 
this infamous woman, would ftill 


have preſerved his tenderneſs for me, 


6: 


«c 


cc 


cc 


ec 


40 


I own I found myſelf a coward, and 
could hardly form the reſolution to 
depart without ſoliciting his bleſſing 
and a laſt farewel ; but the conſidera- 
tion of the unfortunate infatuation he 
was under precluded all hopes of his 
even receiving a letter from me with 
thoſe paternal feelings that would 
render the adieus of a perſecuted 
daughter acceptable to his heart; 1 
therefore forbore to write at all, and 
determined to embrace that opportu- 
nity for my eſcape, leſt another ſhould 
not offer, 


K 4 cc We 
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e We were driven to St, Paul's 
ce church-yard, where my young com- 
cc panions and myſelf alighted, while 
ce the nurſe-maid ſtaid in the carriage; 
« and, having made the intended pur- 
« chaſes, I conducted them back a- 
ce gain, and, putting them into the 


coach, faid I had left my purſe upon 


« the counter, and muſt ſtep back to 
« the toy-ſhop ; inſtead of which, I 
« hurried down the firſt turning, and 
made my way to the neareſt ſtand of 
„ hacks, as faft as my trembling feet 
« could carry me, and was conveyed 
immediately to the inn, from which 
ce the ſtage to this place ſet out a few 
cc hours after; and I arrived, the fol- 
c lowing day at this humble cottage, 
« where I met, as I expected, the 


c warmeſt 


ec 
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cc 
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warmeſt reception a grateful and 
honeſt heart could give me. And 


here I have ever ſince continued, 


cc 


though it is now above ſix months 
ſinceT left my father's houſe, without 
any enquiry's being made after me; 
which perſuades me, that; though a 
retreat ill adapted to the ſtyle in 


which J have been educated, it is the 


ſafeſt J could have choſen, and that 
reconciles me to every inconve- 


nience; for all the elegances in 


the world could not compenſate for 


the fears I ſhould be under, in a 


more public ſituation, leſt a diſcove- 


ry of my family ſhould enfue, and, 
in conſequence of it, I ſhould again 
become the victim of unjuſtifiable ty- 


ranny. | | 5 
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60 


« This, ladies, is the ſubſtance of 
my unhappy tale, in which I fear I 
have been too prolix, though you 
have been ſo complaiſant as to lend 
me your attention without betraying 


any ſigns of impatience. 


ce If, by thus ingenuouſly confeſſing 
the motives of hiding myſelf in a 
place ſo little adapted to my appear- 
ance, I have the happineſs to acquire 
your ,friendſhip and eſteem, I ſhall 
think it one among the few fortunate 
occurrences of my life, that accident 
introduced me to your notice. My 
time here, I will acknowledge, paſ- 
ſes but heavily along; and, for want 
of ſociety, thought creeps in to dif- 


e procures 


turb my repoſe. My faithful Mary 


17 
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© procures me literary amuſement 
« from the library; I work a little, and 
« divert myſelf as much as poſſible ; yet 
« can I with difficulty wear away my 
“ hours. 


I ſhould attend ſome place of pub- 

* lic worſhip, and indulge myſelf in 
« rambling through the various walks 
« with which this charming ſpot, I am 
« told, abounds ; but the fear, of en- 
« countering fome one who may hap- 
tc pen to know my perfon, (as this 
te place, on account of its manufacto- 
te ries, is frequented by many people 
« from town, ) entirely prechades me 
« from any fatisfaction but that of 
% walking in the garden; and J have 
K 6 © no 
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© no other but n amuſe- 
© ments. 


ce My good friends here tell their 
© humble neighbours, that I am with 
ce them for the benefit of my health ; 
4 and, having little. curioſity, they aſk 
c no farther queſtions. As I am ſeen 
«© by no other claſs of the Inhabitants, 
« I remain quite unnoticed; - and, but 


* for the honour you have done me, la- 
« dies, in wiſhing to gain a right 
ct Knowledge of me, I ſhould begun to 
ec have perſuaded myſelf there was no- 
« thing ſufficiently attractive in my ap- 
« pearance to have awakened the cu- 
_£. rioſity: of any. one, and- ſhould have 
te gladly reconciled myſelf to the idea 
« of my own inconſequence, on ac- 


* count 


* 


3 


©« count of its producing the ſecurity F 
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<« ſought in this retirement.“ 


We both aſſured her, that we ſincere- 
ly ſympathiſed in her misfortunes, and 
ſhould be happy to alleviate them by af- 
fording her any amuſement in our pow- 
er; but, as neither of us was entirely 
the miſtreſs of our own conduct, (or 
wiſhed to be, while under the mild au- 
thority of the moſt indulgent parents,) 
we muſt beg leave to make them the 
participaters of her confidence, by rela- 
ting her pathetic ſtory; and doubted 
not but they would acquieſce with our 
requeſt of cultivating her acquaintance, 
and be themſelves equally anxious to 
afford her every alleviation in their 
power to ſoften the rigours of a ſitua- 

tion, 
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tion, that, with all its advantages, un- 
der her preſent painful circumſtances, 
muſt needs be ftrangely irkſome to a 
mind habituated to ſocial pleaſures and 
the little elegances of politer life. 


She thanked - us gratefully for what 
ſhe was pleaſed to deem an amiable con- 
deſcenſion, and we took our leave of 
her with full liberty to make our parents 
acquainted with her ſtory, which has - 
convinced me it was related with that 
candour and ſincerity her countenance 
expreſſes; for though, through the il- 
luſions of art, ſne might have thought 


to have impoſed upon unſuſpicious 
youth, ſhe would not have ventured to 
ſubmit it to the diſcernment of maturer 
| Judgement, had it not been dictated by 


THE QUAKER 207 
the genuine effuſions of truth, and 
made known to us equally with a view 
to gratify our well-meant curioſity as to 
raiſe herſelf in our eſteem. | 


Mrs. Maynard received our account 
of this little adventure with that ſenſi» 
bility I expected from her natural bene= 
volence of diſpoſition, and inveſted Se- 
lina with full power to cultiyate the ac- 
quaintance of Miſs Moftyn, and, if it 
ſhould be agreeable to her to emerge a 
little from her retirement, to give her 2 


general invitation to her table. She 
bade us alſo tell her, that there was far 
leſs danger of being noticed, amidſt 
the ſociety of thoſe of ſimilar appear- 


ance, than in that of people ſo much 
her inferior, 


It 
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It is a commiſſion we ſhall gladly un- 
dertake the next time we go out; and 1 
flatter myſelf our ſympathetic feelings 
for this unfortunate young lady will not 
be leſs approved by my dear mamma ; 
for the idea of her diſapprobation 
would damp all the pleaſure I propole 
myſelf in participating with my friend 
the ſatisfaction of contributing to Miſs 
Moſtyn's felicity, which I am perſuaded 
will be greatly heightened in being in- 
dulged with her ſociety ; and it is an in- 
dulgence which will be equally grateful 
to Selina, who will ſoon loſe the com- 
panion which her friendly partiality 


leads her to prefer to every other. 
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Next Monday I propoſe to myſelf 
the happineſs of embracing my valua- 
ble parents. Mrs, Maynard and her 
daughter will accompany me as far as 
D*** in their chaiſe, where, if conve- 
nient, Harry may meet me with ours; 
af not, I ſhall take one from that place 
to finiſh the remainder of my jour- 
ney. 


< [ 
With unbound reſpedt and tenders 
neſs, I am, my dear mamma's 


Affectionate 
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